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TRIUMPH—for labor is signified in this picture as Walter Reuther holds George Meany’s arm high 


after Meany had been unanimously elected President of the merged AFL-CIO at their 
tion in New York’s 71st Regiment Armory. 


gamation. 


It was, too, a triumph for workers the world over, for 
the general public and for the AFL-CIO Unity Committee which smoothed the way for the amal- 
In the left background are James B. Carey who was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Industrial Unions Dept. afd an officer of the AFL-CIO Executive Council and William F. Schnitzler, 


| 


st conven- 


BETTER WORLD LABOR’S AIM 
SAYS AFL-CIO PRES. MEANY 


New York.—The birth of the® 
AFL-CIO is the “most important 
trade, union development of our 
time,” George Meany told 1,500 
cheering delegates in his first 
speech to the merged organiza- 
tion. 

Stepping up to the rostrum after 
his unanimous election as president 
of the AFL-CIO, Meany keynoted 
the convention and dedicated it to 
organizing the unorganized, to 
shaping a better country and a free 
world. 

The trade union movement, 
Meany declared, has for “its sole, 
definite and single purpose the ad- 
vancement of the welfare and in- 
terest of the great mass of workers.” 

He urged the delegates to “stop 
thinking in terms of prior labels. . . 
from this moment on there is just 
one label on all the organizations 
and all of the membership of this 


great organizations, and that label 
is AFL-CIO . . . nothing else.” 

As to his own role as president 
of the 15-million-member AFL- 
CIO, Meany was clear and to the 
point: 

“I tell you now I will never 
surrender principle for expedi- 
ency. 

“I tell you now that, insofar as 
it is my place to influence deci- 
sions, those decisions wili be 
made without regard to where the 
union formerly was and without 
regard to how big or how little a 
union is.” 


The AFL-CIO will grow with the 
nation, Meany predicted, but, he 
warned, 
way.” 

“Let us organize the unorganized. 
Let us not waste our time and our 
efforts trying to reorganize those 


it must grow the “right 


who are already organized,” he said. 

The path to the .stronger and 
larger trade union movement, 
Meany said, is not a clear one, clut- 
tered as it is with “those who be- 
lieve in the archaic traditions of 
the 1880s and 1890s.” 

He told the convention it would 
be less than truthful if it refused to 
admit that the legislative trend has 
been.antilabor and antiunion in the 
last eight years, adding, “It is up to 
us to’ reverse that trend.” 

He called for a labor-manage- 
ment relations act fair to both 
labor and management and re- 
peal of the so-called “right-to- 
work” laws on the statute books 
of 18 states. 


Meany ticked off the great tasks 
the nation still faces on the domestic 
front, better schools, adequate hous- 


at Park Ave. and 34th St. 


bor Forges Unity Spirit; 


i} Convention Plans Future 


| AFL-CIO Leaders 
Named at Session 


By HENRY C. FLEISHER 


New York.—Labor unity became a successful reality at the four- 


day first constitutional convention of the new American Federation 
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations. 


From the moment when George Meany and Walter Reuther 


| banged down a mammoth gavel on the morning of Dec. 5 until the 
| 1,487 delegates wound up the session late in the afternoon of Dec. 8, 
‘the unity convention proceeded at an easy aed through a moun- 
tainous pile of work. 


Under the bright lights in the cavernous 71st Regimental Armory, 


in Manhattan, the delegates from some 


135 international unions, a host of state and city labor bodies and 


| large numbers of local unions, moved quickly through the business 
‘at hand. 


As the hours moved by, observers could feel a growing spirit of 


| unity, on the platform and among the delegates—a realization that 
the differences between AFL and CIO must quickly be submerged 


into a new AFL-CIO spirit for the future. 
“TI share the feeling of elation that we have come this far along 
the road to unity for all labor in America,” said George Meany, the 


AFL-CIO’s new president. 


IN cess 
Pays Tribute 
To Labor’s Aid 
To Mankind 


New York.—President Eisen- 
hower paid personal tribute to the 
“unique contribution” of Ameri- 
can unions to the general welfare 
of the republic in his speech to 
the AFL-CIO convention. 


This contribution, he said, was 
“the development of the American 
philosophy of labor”—a philosophy 
which if adopted globally “would 
bring about a world prosperous at 
peace, sharing the fruits of earth, 
with justice to all men.” 

The President’s address, by tele- 
phone from his Gettysburg farm, 
was his first “live” speech to any 
public group since his heart attack 
in Denver. 

Convention delegates stood in re- 
spect as President George Meany 
introduced him and rose again and 
applauded when Eisenhower con- 
cluded his seven-minute message. 

The President’s voice sounded 
firm and he was clearly heard over 
the amplifying system, although the 
tone quality seemed a trifle hoars- 
ened by mechanical transmission. 

Eisenhower said the American 
philosophy of labor included three 
major elements: recognition that the 
“ultimate values of mankind are 
spiritual”; that the “economic inter- 
est of employer and employe is 


tions are managed best in “honest 
negotiation between employers and 
unions, without government’s un- 
warranted interference.” 


mutual prosperity”; that labor rela- 


“We shall fight together, we shall 
march together, we shall build to- 
gether, we shall win a better tomor- 
row together,” said Walter Reuther, 
now an AFL-CIO vice president. 


Convention of Harmony 


The words symbolized the deter- 
mination to get on with the job at 
hand. So it was a convention of 
harmony, dedicated to maintaining 
the hopes that the AFL-CIO merger 
agreement of last February had 
spread through the ranks of Ameri- 
can labor. 


Here’s what the first AFL-CIO 
convention accomplished: 

1. Formally approved the work 
of the Joint AFL-CIO Unity Com- 
mittee, which had issued the con- 
vention call. 

2. Elected George Meany as 
president and William F. Schnitzler 
as secretary-treasurer of the new 
AFL-CIO. 

3. Chose 27 vice presidents, 
10 of them from former CIO 
unions, 17 from former AFL 
unions. Together with Meany 
and Schnitzler, they comprise 
the organization’s executive 
council. 

4. Named six of: the vice presi- 
dents—three from former AFL 
unions, three from CIO unions—to 
make up, with President Meany and 
Secretary-Treasurer Schnitzler, the 
AFL-CIO Executive Committee. 

5. Passed more than 50 policy 
resolutions covering a wide range 
of issues. 

6. Heard addresses by a group 
of leading Americans—including 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Secretary 
of Labor James P. Mitchell, Gov. 
Averell Harriman of New York and 
Adlai Stevenson. ' 

7. Approved, through the Execu- 
tive Council, a constitution for the 
new Industrial Union Department 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Two 


RESOLUTIONS to be presented 


to the convention delegates hold 


the attention of Reuben Soderstrom, of the Illinois State Federation 
of Labor, and David J. McDonald, President of the Steelworkers. 


Convention Maps Action 
On Government Polices 


New York.—The AFL-CIO convention laid down foreign and 
domestic policies for American Jabor during the next two years in a 
series of resolutions that added up to a platform for action at all 


levels of government. 

The convention dedicated itself 
and affiliated unions to a renewed 
campaign to “organize the unor- 
ganized” and called upon all unions 
to contribute “unstinting” assist- 
ance to a newly-created Organizing 
Fund Raising Committee. 


It promised support to unions on 
legitimate strikes—specifically the | 
Electrical, Radio and Machine} 


Workers walkout against Westing- | 
house, the Hotel and Restaurant | 
Union strike for recognition by| 
Miami hotels, the United Automo- | 
bile Workers strike at the Kohler 
Co., the Flight Engineers strike 
against United Air Lines. 

The convention declared that the 
free, democratic labor movement, 
like our country, rests upon “foun- 
dations of brotherhood, honesty 
and integrity.” It called on all 
affiliated unions to make adminis- 
trative changes of procedures, if 
needed to maintain high practices, 
and pledged support of the AFL- 
CIO Committee on Ethical Prac- 
tices “to keep our organization free 
from any taint of corruption or 
communism.” 

In the area of policy and politics 
the convention resolutions included 
these declarations: 

FOREIGN POLIC Y—The 
motivating force should be the 
“mobilization of all our moral 
and material resources” toward 
international relationships “to 
maintain peace, freedom and 
national security” and a “rising 
standard of living” for our own 
and other countries. 


Opposition was laid down to 
communism and all other brands 
of totalitarianism, and support was 
urged for all free peoples resisting 
attempted subjugation. 

ECONOMIC POLIC Y—Free 
collective bargaining must be en- 
couraged at all levels of government 
to allow workers to share the fruits 
of progress. The federal govern- 
ment should revise the tax struc- 
ture and expand Social Security, 
unemployment compensation and 
housing programs, and “halt” the 
decline in farm income. 

There should be a congression- 
ally authorized plan to aid areas ot 


“persistant distress” and low-inter- 
to small business. The government 
should launch a broader program 
of roads, hospital services and pub- 
lic works. 

THE WALSH-HEALEY AND 
FAIR LABOR STANDARDS 
ACTS should be strengthened by 
statute and in administration. 

CIVIL RIGHTS—There should 
be an effective fair employment 
practices law, an anti-poll tax law, 
an anti-lynching law, and_ there 
est loans should be made available 
should be full implementation of 
the Supreme Court’s anti-segrega- 
tion decision. 

NATURAL RESOURCES— 
There should be federal develop- 
ment of basic river valleys, in- 
cluding a Hells Canyon dam, 
atomic energy should be developed 
in the “public interest,’ and the 
natural gas bill to kill federal price 
regulation should be defeated. 

EDUCATION—There should 
be federal aid for school construc- 
tion and teachers’ salaries, among 
other things, but aid should be de- 
nied any area defying the anti- 
segregation decision. The White 
Conference on Education showed 
“progress” but its proposals must 
be implemented. 

IMMIGRATION—The McCar- 
ran-Walter law should be “revised 
and liberalized,’ to reflect our dem- 
ocratic traditiohs and meet the re- 
quirements of the free world. 
Restrictive clauses of the Refugee 
Relief Act should be removed. 

INTERNAL SECURITY—We 
must “preserve and defend democ- 
racy from enemies, within or with- 
out.” Congress was commended 
for improvement of committee 
procedures but warned to be alert 
toward “resurgence of abuses,” and 
commended for the Humphrey- 
Stennis resolution creating a com- 
mission on government employe 
security programs. 

HEALTH—tThere should be a 
national health insurance system 
and federal assistance in resarch, 
the training of physicians and other 
professions. There should be a 


broader mental health program. 


political power bloc.” 


| building and in supporting the lead- 


Reulfer, 


—_ 


Industrial Union Department — 


New York.—An Industrial Union Department with 66 affiliated unions and a membership of 
approximately seven million members was born during AFL-CIO Convention. 

The establishment of the IUD in a 30-minute Convention lent further evidence to the amity prev- 
alent at the founding AFL-CIO convention. 

President Walter P. Reuther of the Auto Workers was elected president of the new department 
without opposition. President James B. Carey of the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers, was 


unopposed .as secretary-treasurer, 


Reuther’s acceptance speech 
pledged the IUD “will not be a 


“It is being brought together to 
facilitate the industrial unions, or 
those unions who have partial mem- 
bership on an industrial basis in co- 
ordinating and working together to 
solution of those special problems 
they may have, and in making their 
maximum contribution to go into 


ership of our new organization in 
carrying forward its total work.” 


VP's Elected 


All former CIO unions except 
the Transport Workers have af- 
filiated with the IUD. There are 
35 former AFL unions in the new 
department. They have affiliated 
for all or part of their membership. 


The Machinists are the largest 
affiliate from among the former 
AFL unions, enrolling for 450,000 
members. Other former AFL un- 
ions affiliated with the IUD for 
100,000 or more members include 
the Teamsters, 400,000; Meat Cut- 
ters and Retail’ Clerks, 100,000; 
Carpenters, 350,000; Electrical 
Workers, 275,000; Hotel and Res- 
taurant, 100,000. 


Seven vice presidents 
elected at the session. Reuther 
explained that five additional 
vice presidents would be named 
soon, one from the Clothing 
Workers, who were not prepared 
to name their designate at the 
time, and four others from un- 
ions formerly affiliated with the 
AFL, 


were 


Elected at the TUD’s initial meet- 
ing were: Pres. Joseph Curran, 
Maritime Union; Pres. L. S. Buck- 
master, Rubber Workers; Pres. 
O. A. Knight, Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers; Pres. Joseph A. 
Beirne, Communications Workers; 
Executive Vice Pres. William Pol- 


my 
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Committee Will 


Resolve Disputes ° 

New York.—Problems that 
may arise between the Indus- 
trial Union Department and 
the Building & Construction 
Trades Department will be 
referred to a standing com- 
mittee of the AFL-CIO whose 
job it will be to resolve any 
conflict of interest. 

The founding convention 
of the IUD adopted without 
dissent a resolution calling 
for establishment of the com- 
mittee whose rules of proce- 
dure will be subject to the ex- 
ecutive council of the merged 
federation. ‘fhe Building 
Trades Department adopted 
the same resolution earlier at 
its own convention. 

IWD President Walter P. 
Reuther told the executive 
Board that several meetings 
between subcommittees of the 
two groups had been held fol- 
lowing a suggestion made sev- 
eral weeks ago by AFL-CIO 
President Meany. The sub- 
committee’s action was re- 
ported to the leaders of the 
two federations and introduc- 
tion of the resolution to the 
IUD was favored. 


> € 


lock, Textile Workers and Pres. 
A. F. Hartung, Woodworkers. 

The constitution for the new de- 
partment provides for biennial con- 
ventions and an executive board 
made Up of a representative of each 
department affiliate. 


Whitehouse Director 


Al Whitehouse, veteran union- 
ist and former director of Steel- 
workers District 25 in Cincinnati, 
was named director of the IUD. 


Reuther explained that the IUD 
will have its own staff but will in 
no way engage in organizing work. 
This, he said, would be the function 
of the organizing staff under the 
direction of John W. Livingston. 
He re-defined the objectives of 
the IUD to include aiding and as- 
sisting affiliates in improving 
wages and working conditions, 
engaging in legislative activity in 
matters of interest to industrial 
unions, administering the CIO 
Organizational Disputes Agree- 
ment and acting as a clearing 
house for information and expe- 
rience among its affiliates. 

The unions from the former ClO 
which have affiliated with the IUD 
include: Auto, Barbers, Brewery, 
Broadcast Employees, Communica- 
tions, Electrical Workers, Furniture, 
Glass, Government and Civic, In- 
surance, Leather, Lithographers, 
Marine Engineers, Marine and Ship- 
building, Maritime, Mechanics, 
Newspaper Guild, Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic. 

Packinghouse, Paperworkers, 
Radio Association, Rubber, Retail- 
Wholesale, Shoe, Steelworkers, 
Stone and Allied Products, Textile, 
Transport Service, Utility Wood- 
workers, Clothing Workers. 

Former AFL affiliates which have 
enrolled in the IUD for all or part 
of their memberships include: Ma- 
chinists, Carpenters, Office Em- 
ployees, Plumbers, Electrical, Hotel 
and Restaurant, Hod Carriers, 
Teamsters, Laundry, Bridge, Oper- 
ating Engineers, Textile, Bottle 
Blowers, Printing Pressmen, Bakery 
and Confectionery, Cement, Boiler- 
makers, Distillery, Brick and Clay. 

Coopers, Chemical, State-Coun- 
ty, Doll and Toy, Painters, Theat- 
rical State Employes, Firemen and 
Oilers, Tile Setters, Upholsterers, 
Molders, Flint Glass, Potters, Retail 
Clerks, Agricultural, Technical En- 
gineers, Meat Cutters. 


Federal Aid for Schools 
Urged by Convention 


New York.—The AFI,-CIO con- 
vention strongly endorsed Federal 
financial aid for public school con- 
struction and public school teachers’ 
salaries and for health and welfare 
services to all school children re- 
gardless of race or creed. 

The convention called for “safe- 
guards” in both Federal and state 
school aid legislation to assure the 
purposes and use of funds in the 
“manner which the law and educa- 


| tional needs require.” 


It specifically said that no Fed- 
eral funds should be granted iv any 
state which takes action in defiance 
of the Supreme Court’s antisegrega- 
tion decision. 

Federal funds should be admin- 
istered under state law, the conyen- 
tion said, but should be allocated 
according to “population, relative 
need and (local) tax-paying ca- 
pacity.” States submitting plans for 
expenditures should be subject to 
Federal audit and any aggrieved 
state or citizen should be able to 
file a complaint with the U. S. 
Commissioner of Education with 
appeal to the Federal courts. 

Federal funds should supplement 
rather than supplant state and local 
school expenditures, the convention 
said, but immediate Federal aid is 
needed in five broad fields: “public 
school building, teachers’ salaries, 


health and welfare services to all 
children, loans and scholarships for 
all worthy students, and for the 
eradication of adult illiteracy.” 

All states should have compul- 
sory school attendance laws in 
which loopholes are closed, the con- 
vention declared, textbooks should 
be free in the public schools, and 
the curriculum should be varied and 
enriched. 

A strong teachers’ union affiliated 
with the AFL-CIO should be de- 
veloped, the resolutions said, and to 
secure and hold teachers with a 
high sense of responsibility the pay 
should be adequate for family sup- 
port. 

Teachers should be protected by 
the “legal right to bargain collec- 
tively, strong tenure laws, adequate 
pensions,” and should have proper 
working conditions through relief 
from clerical and other nonteaching 
assignments and recognition that 
extracurricular activities are an in- 
tegral part of the school’s work. 

The AFL-CIO, the resolutions 
said, is strongly committed to assure 
the fullest possible support of the 
antisegregation decision. School 
districts in every state that conform 
to the decision should be granted 
Federal funds even if the state as a 


Pilots Given 
More Time 


New York.—“Partial progress to 
bring about adjustment” of the dis- 
pute between the flight engineers 
and the airline pilots was announced 
by the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 


A tommittee of four council 
members—President Meany and 
Vice Presidents Beck, Harrison and 
Hayes—was named to meet with 
the two disputing unions and with 
United Airlines, where the flight en- 
gineers have been on strike. 


As a result of the move, the 10- 
day period given the airline pilots 
to work out an agreement with the 
flight engineers, at the risk of sus- 
pension from the organization, was 
extended, and future action will be 
up to the subcommittee. 


Transport Workers 
To Stay Affiliated 


New York.—The executive board 
of the Transport Workers Union 
has voted to recommend to its 
members that they vote for con- 
tinued affiliation with the AFL-CIO. 

President Michael Quill, a vice 
president of the former CIO, has 


been outspokenly critical of the 
AFL-CIO merger procedures and 
of the new organization’s constitu- 


whole takes action in defiance. 


tion. 
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Delegates Unanimous 
In Electing New Officers 


New York.—The AFL-CIO convention cast a unanimous ballot 


for its new officers. 
The 1,500 delegates yelled the 


president, William F. Schnitzler for® a 
| William C. Doherty, National 


secretary-treasurer and 27 vice pres- 


idents. The 29 make up the Ex-} 
{ David Dubinsky, International 
The council, at its first meeting, Ladies Garment Workers Union. 

| George M. Harrison, Brother- 
ignated six vice presidents to serve) hood of Railway Clerks 
with Meany and Schnitzler as the| 


ecutive Council of the AFL-CIO. 


a few hours after its election, des- 


Executive Committee provided for 
in the constitution of the AFL- 
cio. 

The six named are Walter P. 


Reuther, James B. Carey and David | 


J. McDonald, leaders of former 
CIO unions, and Matthew Woll, 
George M. Harrison and Harry C. 
Bates, leaders of former AFL un- 
ions. ' 

Woll presented the slate of 14 
former AFL vice presidents to the 
convention plus three new nomi- 
nees. Emil Rieve presented the 
C1O slate of eight former CIO 
vice presidents and two new nomi- 
nees. The convention cheered and 
approved. 

The 29 members of the Council: 

George Meany, president 


William F. Schnitzler, secretary- | 


treasurer, 


Vice Presidents 


Harry C. Bates, Bricklayers, Ma-| 


sons and Plasterers International 
Union of America. 

Dave Beck, International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters, Chauffers, 
Warehousemen and Helpers of 
America. : 

Joseph Beirne, Communications 
Workers of America. 

William C. Birthright, The Jour- 
neymen Barbers, Hairdressers and 
Cosmetologists’ International Union 
of America. 

L. S. Buckmaster, United Rub- 
ber, Cork, Linoleum and Plastic 
Workers of America. 

James B. Carey, International 
Union of Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers. 

Joseph Curran, National Mari- 
time Union of America. 


AFL-CIO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL—Here’s the first official picture of the newly 
elected Executive Council of the AFL-CIO. Seated, left to right, are Harry C. 
- Bates, Bricklayers; James C. Petrillo, Musicians; David Dubinsky, ILGWU; 
Matthew Woll, Photo-Engravers; William P. Schnitzler, AFL-CIO secretary- 
treasurer; George Meany, AFL-CIO president; Walter Reuther, UAW; George M. 
Harrison, Railway Clerks; David J. McDonald, Steelworkers; James B. Carey, 
IUE. Second row: A. Philip Randolph, Porters; Maurice A. Hutcheson, Carpenters; 
Dave Beck, Teamsters; Al J. Hayes, Machinists; William C. Doherty, Letter 
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Carriers; Charles J. MacGowan, Boiler 


a> 


ir approval of George Meany for 


Association of Letter Carriers. 


Al J. Hayes, International As- 
sociation of Machinists. 

Maurice A. Hutcheson, United | 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and} 
Joiners of America, 

Joseph D. Keenan, International | 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. | 

O. A. Knight, Oil, Chemical and| 
Atomic Workers International Un- 
ion. 

Charles J. MacGowan, Interna- 
‘tional Brotherhood of Boiler Mak- 
| ers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, 
Forgers and Helpers. 

David J. McDonald, United 
| Steelworkers of America. 
|: William L. McFetridge, Building 
Service Employes International 
: Union. 


S 


" 


| “James C. Petrillo, American Fed- | 
| eration of Musicians 

| Jacob S. Potofsky, Amalgamated | 
| Clothing Workers of America 

A. Philip Randolph, Brotherhood | 
of Sleeping Car Porters. 

Walter P. Reuther, United Auto- 
mobile, Aircraft and Agricultural 
Implement Workers of America. 

Emil Rieve, Textile Workers Un- 
ion of America. 

A. L. Spralding, Amalgamated 
Association of Street and Electric 
Railway Employes of America. 

Willard S. Townsend, United 
Transport Service Employes. 

Richard F. Walsh, International 
Alliance of Stage Employes and 
Moving Picture Machine Operators 
of the United States and Canada. 

Herman Winter, Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America. 

Matthew Woll, International 
Photo Engravers Union of North 


} 
| 


' 


America. 


Labor Urges 
New Drive on 


Health Problem 


New York. — Organized labor 
will use every possible avenue in 
tackling the problem of adequate 
health care for the American 
people. 

The AFL-CIO convention urged 
a renewed labor drive for adequate 
health services through collective 
bargaining, community activities 
and legislative efforts in Washing- 
ton, the states, cities and counties. 


Complete Protection 


Primary attention should be di- 
rected to creation of a national 
health insurance system of com- 
plete prepaid health protection 
available to all Americans, with 
contribution geared to income. 

On the congressional level the 
convention, urged a nine-point pro- 
gram including federal aid for med- 
ical schools and medical students, 
expanded grants for hospital con- 
struction, federal aid for develop- 
ment of direct service, prepayment, 
group practice plans. 

The resolution specifically urged 
repeal of laws sponsored by medical 
societies interfering with operation 
of consumer health cooperatives 
and endorsed fluoridation of water 
supplies “as an excellent preventive 
step against tooth decay.” 


Guiding Principles 


In a separate resolution the con- 
vention laid down guiding principles 
for administration of health and 
welfare plans involving unions. The 
principles were previously adopted 
separately by the former AFL and 
clio. 

The resolution called on all 
unions affiliated with the AFL-CIO 
“to take such steps as are necessary 
to protect the interests of its mem- 
bers in the operation of health and 
welfare programs, in the manner 
best suited to particular problems 
and practices in its trade or in- 
dustry.” 


members—men who lead unions 
stage hands and porters. 


Makers; William L. McFetridge, Building 
Service; A. L. Spradling, Streetcar Employes; Jacob §. Potofsky, Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers; Willard S. Townsend, Transport Employes. Back row: Joseph D. 
Keenan, Electrical Workers; O. A. Knight, Oil Workers; Joseph Beirne, Communi- 
cations Workers; Richard F. Walsh, Stagehands; L. §. Buckmaster, Rubber 
Workers; Herman Winter, Bakery Workers; Emil Rieve, Textile Workers; Joseph 
Curran, Maritime Union, and William C. Birthright, Barbers. 


\5 New Members Voted 


To Executive Council 


New York.—The AFL-CIO Executive Council contains five new 


of tailors, redcaps, bus drivers, 


29-member council along with vice 
presidents of the former AFL and 
ClO. The new members are: 

Jacob S. Potofsky, president, 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers. 

A. Philip Randolph, president, 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por-| 
ters. 

A. L. Spradling, president, Street 
Electric Railway and Motor Coach 
Emptoyes. 

Willard S. Townsend, president, 
United Transport Service Employes. 

Richard F. Walsh, president, 
Theatrical Stage Employes and 
Moving Picture Machine Operators. 

Potofsky, 61, has been president 
of the ACWA since 1946.. Previ- 
ously he served as general secre- 
tary-treasurer for six years. He 
was one of the founding members 
of the union and participated in 
the famous Hart, Schaffner and 


The five were elected to the new® 


Marx strike. 


Randolph, 66, has been president 
of the Sleeping Car Porters since 
1925. He is active in numerous 
civil rights organizations and is a 
national vice president of the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People. 

Spradling has been president of 
the bus drivers union since 1946 
after working at international union 
headquarters since 1936. He was 
one of the organizers of the union 
in Cincinnati. 

Townsend, 60, rove from a red- 
cap in Chicago to union president. 
He was instrumental in organizing 
the first redcap unions in Chicago 
and later spread the organization 
across the country. He is a vice 
president of the NAACP. 

Walsh, 55, has been president of 
the stage hands since 1941 rising 
from an apprentice electrician to 
the top post in his union. He was 
a key figure in the union in New 
York City since 1924. 


We have three great hopes: 


CIO and its members. 


@ That we may produce an 
weekly paper for our readers. 


first appearance. 


news items ... and, of course, 


rr er ee re 


| Making Our Bow! 


With this issue, a new labor newspaper—TuHe AFL-CIO 
News—makes its bow as the official organ of the AFL-CIO. 


© That we may effectively serve the interests of tae AFL- 


® That in the months and years ahead this publication will 
become the best labor paper in America. 


There will be plenty of room for improvement. Because of 
the heavy workloads of the merger and pre-merger conven- 
tions, little time was available to the staff for planning this 
paper with the care that is usual when a new paper makes its 


And we will welcome your suggestions, your criticisms, your 


e-—-—— _ " ee re eC — 


interesting, informative, lively 


your subscriptions. 
—H.C.F. 
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‘Just One Label—Nothing Else’-Meany 


(Excerpts from AFL-CIO® 


President George Meany’s speech 
to the convention immediately af- 
ter his election as first president 
of the merged labor federation.) 


FEEL that this is the most im- 

portant trade union develop-| 
ment of our time. Whether we de- 
serve the attention or not, I am 
quite sure that the eyes of workers | 
all over the world are on this 
meeting. Millions of workers, mil-| 
lions of ordinary people behind the | 
iron curtain of despotism and deg- | 
radation are looking towards us| 
with eyes of hope. Many millions | 


more who live in the shadow of|§ 


that curtain of iniquity are, I am| 
sure praying for the success of this | 
organization which we are bringing | 
into being. 


Let all of our actions be keyed rs 


to that simple, plain principle that 
a trade union has no other reason 
for-existence than the job of car- 
Tying out and carrying forward 
and advancing the interests and 
welfare of its members. 

In building and advancing the 
cause of our union let us not think 
in terms of personal prestige, of 
having a big union for the sake of 
having a big union. Let us not 
think in terms of a great big finan- 
cial structure and of great power. 
Let us think in terms of the simple 
philosophy of those who founded 
this movement of advancing the 
cause of workers. 

As we go forward together in 
this movement, let us stop think- 
ing in terms of prior:labels. Let 
us make up our minds that from 
this moment on there is just one 
label on all the organizations and 
all of the membership of this 
great organization, and that label 
is AFL-CIO and nothing else. 
Let us apply this philosophy in 
terms of good faith, determina- 
tion to live together, to- work 
together, and to think together 
for one united organization. 

We must grow, this trade union 
movement, with the nation, but we 
must grow with a right way. Let 
us organize the unorganized. Let 
us not waste our time and our ef- 
forts trying to reorganize those who 
are already organized. 

We would be less than truthful 
if we did not admit to ourselves 
that the legislative trend insofar as 
liberal and remedial legislation is 
concerned, legislation in which we 
have a vital interest, that legisla- 
tive trend in the last eight years 
has been backward and not for- 
ward. 

It is up to us, using every weapon 
that we have at our command un- 
der the Constitution of this coun- 
try, using every method that is 
legal to advance the cause of the 
workers. It is up to us to reverse 
that trend. 


E have come a long way in 

building up the standard of 

life and of work with the people of 

this great nation, but we can’t say 
that we have come all the way. 

We can’t afford to look back for 
any other reason except to draw 
from the experiences of the past 
in order to apply their lessons to 
move forward for the future. We 
have no right to look back with a 
feeling of satisfaction, because there 
is still much to be done. 

We still need better schools and 
more schools for the children of 
America. We hear from time to 
time the great orators of our politi- 
cal parties, especially during the 
season of the year when the schools 
are graduating their children, about 
America’s greatest possession, the 
future of America, the children of 
America. And we are still in the 
disgraceful position where we can- 
not say that we have adequate 
facilities to train and educate those 
children. 


We have got to wipe out this 


PRES. MEANY 


matter what its economic or fi- 
nancial position might be. If the 
children of America are the na- 
tion’s wealth of the future, if they 
are our most proud possession, 
then they are the concern of the 
entire nation, and the nation it- 
self take a hand through Fed- 
eral aid to education to see that 
we have good schools. 


Then we have housing. That is 
still a problem. Yes, we have 
made some forward strides, but we 
still have a long way to go. We 
still have tens of thousands of peo- 
ple who are living in slums, who 
have not as yet received the full 
benefits of which we like to boast, 
of the great and high standard of 
life that we have here in our Amer- 
ican continent. 


We need better roads. We need 
to improve our social security sys- 
tem. We need to bring about a 
system of medical care that will 
take care of the health of the na- 
tion as a whole. These problems 
must be met. 


Then we have the problem .that 
strikes right home, the problem of 
preserving the right of workers to 
improve their conditions through 
the instrumentality of _a trade un- 
ion, the problem of seeing to it 
that the Labor-Management Act on 
our statute books is made fair to 
both labor and management and 
not an instrument by which man- 
agement, if it will, can destroy or 
hamper the development of trade 
unions. 

We have got to amend that Act 
and we have got to wipe off the 
statute books of 18 states the so- 
called right-to-work laws which are 
laws destructive of the rights of 
union workers. 


HEN we must think soberly of 

our position as a nation and of 
the things we like to feel are really 
in the tradition of America. We 
speak of our freedom, we speak of 
the Founding Fathers. We speak 
of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. 

I think we have some right to be 
proud of those things, to be proud 
of our tradition and our heritage; 
but I think we have got no right to 
complacently sit by as long as 
those rights are denied to any por- 
tion of the population of this great 
country. 

We have had striking evidence 
in the last few days, if we needed 
any such evidence, that the Con- 
stitution of the United States and 
the Bill of Rights and the civil 
liberties that we all like to boast 
of do not prevail in certain parts 
of our country for people whose 
skin is a little different in color 
than that of ourselves. We have 
men who call themselves statesman 
who are public servants, elected by 
the people, and still who defy in 
the interest of white supremacy, 
defy a decision of the United States 
Supreme Court in regard to de- 
segregation. 


idea; that this is the job of each 
and every little community no 


Yes, they are amending the Con- 
stitution to suit themselves insofar 


as its application is concerned, and 
what they are saying in effect is 
that this Constitution does not pre- 
vail in the Southland. - 

A free trade union requires an 
atmosphere of freedom, and we 
have long ago learned in this 
shrinking world of ours that the 
enslavement of workers any- 
where, the denial of the right of 
workers to have free trade un- 
ions anywhere, is a threat to free 
labor everywhere, which includes 
the United States of America. 


We know where the major 
threat comes to world freedom. 
We don’t have to be diplomatic 
in analyzing this question. We 
don’t have to deceive ourselves. 
We can call the shots as we see 
them. We have no commercial, 
political or financial reason to 
see peace where there is no 
peace. We have been meeting 
this cold war situation for many 
years, beginning with the Tru- 
‘man Plan in 1946, the Marshall 
Plan, the NATO, Point 4, and 
everything else, and I think up 
until this spring meeting it quite 
successfully. 


Then of course we run into the 
now smiling face technique of those 
who would destroy us and destroy 
every right that we hold dear. At 
the conclusion of the Summit Con- 


where there is no peace and no 
progress. 

Labor has never been neutral, in 
its relations with dictatorship or 
tyranny. We were never non-Nazis 
when Hitler was riding high. We 
were not non-Fascist in the days of 
Mussolini; we were anti-Fascist. 

And we are not non-Falangists 
in regard to Franco Spain; we are 
anti-Falangists. We can’t afford 
the luxury in these trying days of 
being non-communist or neutral; 
we are not; and we must and shall 


be anti-Communist. 

E are going to use our eco- 
W nomic weapon in dealing 
with the employers, if that is nec- 
essary, in order to get a fair share 
of the wealth that we jointly pro- 
duce with management. And we 
are going‘to meet those who would 
destroy our movement and who 
would turn back the clock. We 
are going to meet them on the 
political front, if you please. 

I am somewhat amused by this 
hue and cry about labor political 
activity, about the labor bosses con- 
trolling votes. I am sure they know 
that we don’t control votes. No 
one; no one can tell the American 
worker how he has got to vote, and 
that includes you, me and every- 
body else. 

I don’t see any sentiment for a 


ference in July we were told that 
it was a great success, that the 
spirit of Geneva had lessened ten- 
sions and everything was going to 
be fine. We were told that by the 
heads of our government. 
to you here today that when we 
were told that the American people 
were hoodwinked. It was not a 
success; I wish to God it was. 

The American peopie were 
fooled, if you please, and told that 
tensions were lessened, and every- 
thing was going to be all right. We 
were told that we should now shake 
the hands of these who would deny 
us our freedom, these who would 
destroy us. 

This is the thing that came out 
of Geneva in July, the. child of 
American faith and Soviet fraud. 
We have got to think of this thing 
because we know that the kind of 
instrumentality we are creating here 
cannot and will not exist unless it 
exists in an atmosphere of freedom 
and under a system of government 
such as we have. 

The businessman, perhaps, can 
afford to fall for this Communist 
propaganda, and of course politi- 
cians from time to time see peace 
and progress in these negotiations 


Reuther Lauds 
Meany as. Foe 
Of Injustice 

New York. — The longest 
ovation of the AFL-CIO con- 
‘vention came when Walter 
P. Reuther placed George 
Meany’s name in nomination 
for the presidency of the or- 
ganization. 

Here’s how Reuther de- 
scribed Meany: 

“He is a man of great cour- 
age and deep conviction, a 
man of intelligence, a man of 
integrity. He loves justice, 
but he hates injustice and all 
forms of tyranny. 

“His has keen the strong 
and clear voice speaking out 
against racial intolerance and 
discrimination in our na-_ 
tional life. His has been the 
voice. warning labor that it 
must clear its house of cor- 
ruption and those who would 
compromise the ethical and 
moral values which have sym- 
bolized the greatness of our 
free labor movement.” 


» 


I say | 


labor party, and I don’t see any 
sentiment for labor to take over 
'one of the existing parties. That 
is a new one now, that we are go- 
‘ing to take over one of the exist- 
|ing parties. Well, I know this, 
that we have a right and a duty to 
meet those who are opposed to us 
wherever they present the challenge. 


In the early days we met the 
starvation method. We met the 
company thug, the company spy, 
the company injunction and the 
company judge. We met the 
American plan, so-called, de- 
signed to destroy our movement. 

And now where is the chal- 
lenge? The challenge is in the 
legislative halls, and our answer 
is political education, and politi- 
cal activity, because if we are 
going to carry on this work they 
have proved beyond question that 
they can hamstring us and render 
us impotent by adverse legisla- 
tion. And if we are going to 
carry on this work as we must, 
we must meet that challenge in 
the legislative hall, and that 
means political education. 


We must carry on our work in 
a way that will bring commenda- 
tion from those with whom we 
come in contact. We must try to 
conduct our affairs in consonance 
with the high principles upon which 
our movement is founded and 
which we are attempting to carry 
forward. I feel this we can do. 


For myself, I appreciate be- 
yond question, beyond doubt, 
beyond means to express to you 
the confidence that you have 
shown, my colleagues of the AFL 
and CIO have shown, in entrust- 
ing to me this very responsible 
task. I will give myself to it as 
best I can. I am not given to 
predictions. I teli you now I will 
never surrender principle for ex- 
pediency. 

I tell you now that, in so far 
as it is my place to influence 
decisions, those decisions will be 
made without regard to where 
the union formerly was and with- 
out regard to how big or how 
little a union is. 

Let us remember that on this 
very, very happy occasion we have 
merely taken the first step, that we 
have created a tool, an instrumen- 
tality, something that we can use 
to carry forward for the people we 
represent; and if we carry forward 
in good faith in our relations with 
one another and true to the prin- 
ciples and traditions upon which 
our movement was founded, I am 


Labor’s Task 
Is Leadership, 
Says Reuther 


New York. —The AFL-CIO 
has an “unparalleled opportun- 
ity” to organize the unorganized 
and build a finer America. 

Walter P. Reuther so pictured 
the future of the merged labor or- 
ganization predicting “we will find 
the means of rising above the con- 
flicts of the past and we will find 
a way in America to organize the 
unorganized into craft unions, 
where that is proper, and into in- 
dustrial unions.” 

Outlines Job Ahead - 

Speaking as temporary chairman 
of the AFL-CIO convention, Reu- 
ther, president of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers, outlined the job 
ahead: 

“It is the task of the American 
labor movement to provide posi- 
tive leadership in finding a way 
so that free men instead of strug- 
gling together in an effort to di- 
vide up economic scarcity can 
find new forms of cooperation in 
the glorious opportunity of cre- 
ating and sharing economie 
abundance.” 

The nation, he declared, needs a 
decent educational system, eradica- 
tion of slums, social security for 
our older people, adequate medical 
care and “practical performance” 
to overcome the ugly forms of 
racial discrimination and intoler- 
ance. 

If America can achieve full em- 
ployment and full production “mak- 
ing the weapons of war and de- 
struction,” Reuther said, “why can’t 
we achieve and maintain full em- 
ployment and full production mak- 
ing the good things of life for peo- 
ple in peace time. These are the 
things we are going after.” 


Challenges Goldwater 


Turning to the political arena, he 
challenged the contention offered 
by Sen. Barry Goldwater (R., 
Ariz.) that labor has no right in 
political life, and has no rights 
with respect to endorsing candi- 
dates for public office. 


“Our answer,” Reuther as 
serted, “is not less political ac- 
tion but more political action on 
the part of the American labor 
movement.” He reiterated that 
organized labor will work with- 
in the framework of the two- 
party system, endorsing candi- 
dates on their competence and 
integrity and as to where their 
party stands on basic issues. 

Reuther took Goldwater to task 
also on the Communist issue, de- 
claring “that men like Phil Mur- 
ray and Bill Green did nore in one 
week to fight communism than all 
the Goldwaters will do in the rest 
of their lives, in a practical sense.” 

Where labor is free and strong 
the Communists are weak, he noted, 
but where labor is weak, “where 
there is injustice and graft and 
poverty the Communists are able 
to form that poverty into power, 
and therefore, we say, free labor 
is effective in the struggle for peace 
and freedom, because free labor un- 
derstands that the struggle is tied 
together with the struggle for social 
justice.” 

Millions of workers throughout 
the world are watching the con- 
vention, Reuther told the delegates, 
adding “our actions here this week 
will give men renewed hope in 
their. struggle to be free.” 


Hague Elected 


Howard Hague has been elected 
vice president of the United Steel- 
workers, filling a vacancy created 
by the death early this year of 
James G. Thimmes. Hague won a 
union referendum by a margin of 
about 400,000 votes to about 180,- 
000 for Joseph Molony, union dis- 


sure that we can succeed. 


trict director in New York. 
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Page Five 


PEACE, FREEDOM, SECURITY 
FOREIGN POLICY GOALS: 


New York.—A far-ranging program aimed at furthering the 


spread of democracy and meeting head-on the threat of communism 
was spelled out by the AFL-CIO convention in a set of guiding 
principles for -an effective U. S. foreign policy and sound interna- 


tional labor relations. 


Aimed at preserving peace and® 


promoting freedom, the program 
reflected the consciousness of AFL- 
CIO members. of their role as pa- 
triotic American citizens and free 
trade unionists. 

“Effective foreign policy cannot 
be improvised and piecemeal,” it 
said. “It must have a clear and 
vigorous orientation and be con- 
sistent, sustained and vigorous in 
its application. 
| Mobilization | 


ds 


“Its motivating and paramount 
aims must be the mobilization of 
all our moral and material re- 
sources for developing a system of 
international relationships to main- 
tain peace, freedom and national 
security, and to enable a growing 
population to enjoy a rising stand- 
ard of living.” « 

The foreign policy statement 
noted that the present struggle be- 


tween communism and the free|<« 


world is not, like preceding inter- 
national crises, “a collision between 
two power blocs.” 

Instead, it said, it is a collision 
“between two conflicting ways of 
life—democracy (despite all its 
imperfections) and Communist 
totalitarianism with its all-em- 
bracing program of world con- 
quest and transformation.” 

This vital difference, it added, 
accounts for the continuing char- 
acter of the crisis. 

“The AFL and the CIO have 
notable records of opposition to 


perialism,” the resolution said. 

“Both have also resolutely op- 
posed Fascism, Nazism, Falangism, 
Peronism and every other form of 
dictatorship. 

“The united organization that 
has grown out of the two Ameri- 
can trade union centers will not 
slacken in that opposition.” 

The AFL-CIO program called 
for: 

© Integration of our foreign po- 
litical and economic policies to help 
other countries increase productivi- 
ty, raise purchasing power and im- 
prove living standards, especially in 
underdeveloped nations. 

© Primary concern with “two im- 
mediate needs—the need for food, 
health and irrigation in the under- 
developed countries, and the burn- 
ing desire for independence and 
equality.” 


| End Colonialism “4 


© Dispatch of representatives of 
democracy to underdeveloped 
countries with specific plans, pro- 
grams and projects ai raise living 
standards, “for helping end all co- 
lonialism, for winning these peo- 
ples as equal members of the free 
world. community.” 
© Development in the underde- 
veloped nations of a firm and effec- 
tive military defense against Com- 
munist subversion and aggression, 
with “positive measures for social 
and economic betterment.” 
® Categories rejection. of any 
idea of imposing our form of gov- 
ernment or economic system on any 
other country, and support for free 
people who resist attempted sub- 
jugation. 
® Opposition not only to com- 
munism but to every other brand 
of totalitarianism—Falangist, 
Fascist, Nazi, Peronist or Titoist. 
® Welcoming as allies as*‘self- 
reliant, independent nations held 
together by binding principles.” 
® Rejection of all colonialism. 


® Keeping the door open for ne- 
gotiations with the Russians while 


rejecting appeasement, and at the 
same time building up political 
unity, economic power and ade- 
quate military strength with our 
allies. 

e An increase in U. S. efforts to 
obtain the release of all “hostages” 
forcibly detained by the Commu- 
nists. 

® Maximum efforts to seek grad- 
ual effective disarmament, includ- 
ing international inspection, con- 
trol anl supervision backed by non- 
vetoable sanctions against viola- 
tors. 

© The building up, until disarm- 
ament is effective, of sufficient mili- 
tary strength to deter and if neces- 
sary to defeat aggression. 

© Promotion of international co- 
operation in the atoms - for - peace 
program, with the free unions rep- 
resented in planning and establish- 
ing such projects, 
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Expand Relations | 
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@ A marked expansion of cultur- 
al, political and economic relations 
among countries of the Western 
Hemisphere, and an intensified ef- 
fort to “reinvigorate democracy” in 
view of the collapse of Peron’s Ar- 
gentine dictatorship and the Com- 
munist - tainted regime in Guate- 
mala. 

® Adoption by the United Na- 
tions of a.universal policy of hold- 
ing free elections in “all divided and 
strife-torn areas,” and in the satel- 
lite states as well, despite Soviet op- 
position. 

® Positive steps by the UN to 
prevent aggression in the Middle 
East, to improve economic condi- 
tions and to promote peaceful rela- 
tions among its countries. 

© Reaffirmation by the U. S., 
Great Britain and France of their 
tripartite declaration of 1950 and 
its implementation by enabling Is- 
rael to obtain arms and other nec- 
essities for existence. 

© Signing by the U. S. of a 
mutual assistance pact with Israel 
which might serve as a model for 
similar agreements between the 
U. S. and the Arab countries, 
“thus paving the way for a Mid- 
dle East mutual security pact or- 
ganization embracing all the 
lands in this pivotal area.” 

©® Support for the UN and its 
specialized agencies, and a redou- 
bling of efforts to build the UN 
“into a more authoritative and ef- 


| fective instrument for maintaining 


world peace and promoting the 
fundamental human rights pro- 


~ | claimed in the UN charter.” 


© Endorsement of cultural rela- 
tions with countries behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

® Rejection by free labor 
throughout the world of invitations 
to send union delegations to coun- 
tries “which prohibit free trade un- 
ions, outlaw all free trade union ac- 
tivities, and penalize workers for 
advocating free trade unionism.” 

© Development of the West Eu- 
ropean Union as “a focus of Euro- 
pean integration” in view of Soviet 
opposition to German reunification 
in freedom and to the independence 
of its satellite countries. 
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Role of ICFTU 
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® Strengthening the organization 
and enhancing the influence and 
prestige of the International Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions 
and of the Inter-American Region- 
al Organization of Workers, with 
affiliates urged to take active part 
in the work of the international 
trade. secretariats. 

“The ICFTU,” said the resolu- 
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Merger Story 
Beamed Behind 
Tron Curtain 


New York.—The story of > 
the AFL-CIO merger conven- 
tion was carried through the 
Iron Curtain into the Russian 
satellite states by the facilities 
of Radio Free Europe. 

Its message of hope to the 
oppressed of- Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria 
and Rumania was broadcast 
for up to 20 hours a day over 
RFE’s 29 transmitters. In- 
cluded was President Eisen- 
hower’s message to the con- 
vention. 

In addition, RFE carried 
special messages from AFL- 
CIO President George Meany 
and Vice President Walter P. 
Reuther in a program beamed 
to eastern Europe, western 
Germany and Portugal. 


%> a 
— N 


“4 


© | tion, “will become increasingly ef- 


fective in promoting the economic 
interests, as well as the larger as- 
pirations of labor, regardless of 
race, nationality, color or creed; 
defeat Communist attempts to sub- 
vert and destroy free trade unions; 
play an increasingly effective role 
in aiding the working people of the 
underdeveloped countries to estab- 
lish strong free trade unions... 
and in developing into a most pow- 
erful force for building a world 
free from the perils of poverty, the 
terror of all despotism and dictator- 
ship, and the horrors of war. 


“In this spirit, we shall encour- 
age a greater knowledge of and 
a greater interest in international 
affairs among our membership, 
toward the end that the wage 
earners’ great stake in our coun- 
try’s foreign policy will be more 
clearly recognized and reflected 
in its formulation and conduct.” 


The resolution also spelled out 

three main areas in which the unit- 
ed American labor movement feels 
it can help the U. S. “in the fulfill- 
ment of its new historic role.” 
These are, it said: 
_ “1. Through our trade union 
strength and political actions, (we 
can) help build an ever better and 
stronger America, a prosperous and 
progressive land free from eco- 
nomic and social ‘inequity and all 
racial and every other form of dis- 
crimination. 

“2. Through democratic proc- 
esses, (we can) help our nation 
evolve and execute an effective 
democratic foreign policy. 

“3. Through cooperation and as- 
sistance with the ICFTU, to aid 
free labor everywhere in becoming 
a most powerful force for further- 
ing social justice, national and hu- 
man freedom, economic well-being 
and world peaée.” 


a Sp a 
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(Continued from page 1) 

“You have a great opportunity of 
making your meetings the world’s 
most effective exhibit of democratic 
processes,” the President told the 
convention. 

He said the “rights of minorities” 
holding different views than the ma- 
jority “must be scrupulously pro- 
tected and their views accurately 
reflected.” 

In this way, he declared, “You 
will help the public correct the 
faulty, fortify the good, build 
stoutly for the future, reinforce the 
most cherished freedoms of each 
individual citizen.” — 


Schnitzler Calls Unity 
‘Venture into New Era’ 


New York.—The new united labor movement is a “venture into a 
new era,” Secretary-Treasurer William F. Schnitzler told the con- 
vention following his unanimous election. Schnitzler was nominated 
for the post by President James B. Carey of the Electrical, Radio & 


Machine Workers. 


Meany 


(Continued from page 1) 
ing and elimination of slums, better 
roads, an improved social security 
system and a decent system of medi- 
cal care. 

He laid great stress on the ques- 
tion of civil rights, assailing those 
“statesmen” who defy “in the inter- 
est of white supremacy . . . a deci- 
sion of the U. S. Supreme Court in 
regard to desegregation.” 

No one has the right to compla- 
cently sit by as long as the rights 
laid out in the U. S. Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights “are denied to 
any portion of the population of 
this great country.” 


Spells Out Fight 
Meany spelled out also labor's 
fight for free labor around the 
world, the fight against Communist 
enslavement and warned against the 
new smiling-face technique of the 
Soviets. 

“The summit conference at 
Geneva and the so-called spirit of 
Geneva hoodwinked the Ameri- 
can people. It was not a success; 
I wish to God it was,” Meany 
declared. 


Ticking off the insistent Soviet 
campaign to undermine the free 
world since Geneva, he declared 
“labor has never been neutral in its 
relations with dictatorship or tyr- 
anny. 

“We were never non-Nazi when 
Hitler was riding high. We were 
not non-Fascist in the days of Mus- 
solini; we were anti-Fascist. And 
we are not non-Falangists in regard 
to Franco Spain; we are anti- 
Falangists,” Meany pointed out. 

“We can’t afford the luxury in 
these trying days of being non- 
Communist or neutral; we are not 
and we must not; we shall be anti- 
Communist.” 


e 
Convention 
(Continued from page 1) 

—to which, at a short meeting, 
some 66 unions affiliated for all or 
part of their membreships. 

8. Pledged the new AFL-CIO to 
develop plans for organizing the un- 
organized, to wage relentless attack 
to keep democratic labor free from 


corruption and communism, and to |, 


work for the civil liberties and civil 
rights of all Americans. 

9. Sharply rebutted the propa- 
ganda campaign by right-wing Re- 
publicans against the AFL-CIO 
merger and against labor’s right to 
engage in political activity. 

Want to Cooperate 

As the convention moved into its 
final minutes, Meany addressed a 
few final remarks to the delegates: 

“We have made it clear that, in 
carrying on the work of the trade 
union movement, we are prepared 
to make our full contribution to the 
welfare of our neighbors, of the 
communities in which we live and 
of our nation as a whole,” he said. 

“We find little men with loud 
voices and sometimes big titles who 
are critical of what we are doing 
. » » Who seem to see something in 
it that is inimical to the welfare of 
the country. 

. Their criticism will not turn 
us aside . . . we want to cooperate 
with all segments of the commu- 


‘nity, including management. .. .” 


“This convention,” he said, “will 
be drawing new horizons and chart- 
ing courses to achieve that which 
we have established for ourselves. 

Charting New Goals 

“And for me personally, I hope 
that each one of you is imbued in 
the same manner and spirit, that, 
as we enter this new era, we enter 
it with thé greatest comfort that the 
leadership that will be given by the 
same men who made the merger 
possible will lead us to newer and 
greater heights than ever before. 

“From the bottom of my heart, 
I want to say thanks in the hum- 
blest way possible, and look for- 
ward to help and cooperation 
from each and every one of you 
as we carry out our reponsibili- 
ties that lie immediately ahead of 
us. 

“With the good Lord willing,- 
we will be together again and 
again, reviewing our successes 
and charting new goals for the 
membership that we are honored 
and privileged to represent.” 

Schnitzler was generous in his 
praise of the men with whom he 
served ofi the Joint AFL-CIO Unity 
Committee and on the Unity Sub- 
committee. 

“I feel that perhaps we have not 
said enough or examined enough 
the work that has been done by the 
Unity Committee . . . that made 
this convention possible,” he said. 

“The entire Unity Committee 
gave of itself so much during these 
past months. They had one great 
role that they had to accomplish, 
and that was the unifying of these 
great federations.” 


Peace Boon in Armory 

In his nominating speech, Carey 
noted the “happy irony that peace 
should be born in an armory.” 

“We have assembled here,” he 
said, “to bring into being the might- 
iest democratic labor movement in 
the entire free world—the greatest 
joining together of free men and 
women in the 1000-year history of 
trade unionism. 

“It is profoundly appropriate, 
therefore, that we pay tribute to 
those whose vision, dedication and 
determination shaped this historic 
unity, this new beginning. 

“We have built a new house 
of labor—a finer, stronger, larger 
house of labor—and the archi- 
tects deserve our gratitude. 

“But because they designed 
well and because they built well, 
they deserve more than our 
gratitude—they deserve our fu- 
ture confidence.” 

Carey praised Schnitzler as “a 
leader of outstanding integrity, 
vigor and imagination,” who “per- 
formed brilliantly” his duties as 
AFL secretary-treasurer. But in 
addition, he noted that Schnitzler is 
“a man who came from the rank 
and file’ whose “talents and con- 
scientiousness” had previously 
raised him to high office in his own 
union, the Bakery & Confectionery 
Workers. =. 

“The great confidence reposed in 
him in the past,” he added, “gives 
substance to the confidence we place 


in him today—for the future.” 


Federal Insurance 


Urged on Congress 

New York.—The AFL-CIO con- 
vention called Congress to 
create a system Federal insur- 


ance to protect against serious loss- 
es from floods, hurricanes and 
other disasters. 

The resolution pointed out that 
flood victims often become debt 
victims because of loans they are 
forced to obtain for rehabilitation, — 
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Convention Condemns GOP! 
Failure to Keep T-H Promises 


New York.— The AFL-CIO® 


convention “condemned” the 
Eisenhower Administration for 
“failure to live up to its campaign 
promises” on Taft-Hartley revi- 
sions and demanded a “sound and 
fair national labor relations law 
based on the principles of the 
Wagner Act.” 

The convention resolution ran 
the record of the Administration 
from Candidate Eisenhower's 1952 
pledges against “union-busting” 
through White House “repudiation” 
of proposed revisions of the late 
Labor Secretary Martin P. Durkin 


and “anti-union” legal interpreta- 
tions by Eisenhower appointees to 
the National Labor Relations 
Board. 


Recall °52 Pledge 


In 1952, the convention remind- 
ed AFL-CIO members, Gen. Eisen- 
hower said he wanted “no law li- 
censing union-busting,” which he 
admitted Taft-Hartley “might” be. 

He also “boasted,” the resolu- 
tion recited, that the Norris-La- 
Guardia (anti-injunction) Act had 
been passed under a Republican 
Administration and pledged Taft- 


Quick Action Urged 
Against Corruption 


New York.—Determination that the AFL-CIO shall meet in fact 
the high ethical standards laid down in the constitution was voiced 


by the merger convention. 


In a resolution, the delegates called on all affiliates to take the neces- 
sary steps within their own organizations “to effect the policies and 
‘ethical standards” of the constitution, and urged that any necessary 
changes in union constitutions or administrative practices be undertaken 


quickly. 


Pledge Full Support 


In addition, the convention pledged the “full support, good offices and 
staff facilities” of the AFL-ClO Committee on Ethical Practices to all 
unions trying to carry out the constitutional mandate. 

“The American labor movement has ever been quick in its denuncia- 
tion of public officials who betray their trust,” the resolution pointed out. 

“We have been equally critical of businessmen who have used corrupt 
methods and bribery to gain their selfish, acquisitive ends, 

“We must be equally quick to recognize and condemn those instances 
of racketeering, corruption and disregard for our ethical standards when 
they occur inside our labor movement.” 

Adoption of the AFL-CIO constitution, the resolution declared, means 
that “the American labor movement has clearly accepted the responsi- 
bility of keeping its own house in order and to protect the movement 


‘from any and all corrupt influences. 


: 99 


“Only by their wholehearted dedication to this constitutional objec- 
tive,” it added, “can labor unions meet their obligations to their mem- 


berships. 


Warn of Freedom Threat 


“Failure to meet these responsibilities can only result in governmental 
assumption of what are properly trade union functions. 

“Reliance on the agencies of government for keeping our movement 
free from the infiltration of racketeers, crooks, Communists, Fascists and 
other enemies of free democratic unionism would constitute a threat to 
the independence of the entire labor movement.” 

President James B. Carey of the Electrical, Labor & Machine Workers, 
in supporting the resolution, proposed that all affiliates file detailed audits 
of their unions’ finances with AFL Secretary-Treasurer William F. 


Schnitzler. 


He expressed pride in filing the first financial statement on behalf of 


his own union. 


Shoemake Dies 
At Convention 


New 
67, secretary-treasurer of the Main- 
tenance of Way Employes for a 
decade, died from a heart attack 
while attending the AFL-CIO con- 
vention here. Death occurred after 
he was. stricken in his sleep at the 
Statler Hotel. 

Shoemake first occupied a prom- 
inent post in the railroad union, 
when he was elected general chair- 
man on the St. Louis & San Fran- 
cisco railway. Prior to that time 
he held a number of offices in his 
local lodge. He first went to work 
for the Frisco in Oklahoma at the 
age of 16 as a section hand. 

Shoemake was elected secretary- 
treasurer in 1940. He served for 
a short time as president of the 
union in 1947 following the death 
of former President Elmer Milli- 
man. 

The veteran unionist’s sudden 
passing greatly saddened rail union 
leaders attending the convention. 
President T. C. Carroll of the 
Maintenance of Way Employes and 
members of the union’s delegation 
are accompanying the body back 
to Detroit, where Shoemake re- 
sided. 


York.—Arrah Shoemake, | 


Ask New Moves 
On Wage-Hours 


New York.—The effective 
work of the labor movement 
in winning a $1l-an-hour fed- 
eral minimum wage at the last 
congressional session won 
AFL-CIO convention praise 
along with the admonition 
that there’s a big job still 
ahead. 


Reviewing the congres- 
sional fight to win the $1 min- 
imum, the resolution noted 
the omissions in the legisla- 
tion and called for: ° 


1—Extension of the wage- 
hour law to all workers in in- 
terstate commerce, 


2—Increasing Puerto Rican 
wage minimums. 


3—Raising the $1 to $1.25 
“as soon as practicable.” 


4—Revising the Walsh- 
Healey Act to restore its ef- 
fectiveness and utility. 


5—Amending the wage- 
hour and Walsh-Healey acts 
“to provide for a_ shorter 
workweek.” 
wk 


Hartley revisions ‘so that no fair- 
minded member of labor will con- 
sider the results unreasonable.” 

The record showed that “after 

detailed negotiations” President Ei- 
senhower “repudiated” the Durkin 
proposals and Durkin “consequent- 
ly and justifiably resigned.” 

The 1954 Administration revi- 
sions “proposed a few insubstan- 
tial improvements and offered 
new anti-labor provisions,” the 
resolution declared. They would 
have retained the “one-sided, 
anti-labor injunction” and other 
major T-H features, added a 
“new and dangerous anti-labor 
measure on the pretext of pro- 
tecting states’ rights” in “emer- 
gencies,” and revived the “dis- 
credited strike ‘vote procedure, 
proved useless in wartime.” 


Eisenhower appointees’ to the 
NLRB seem to have assumed that 
“since they were appointed by a 
new Administration, they had a li- 
cense to overhaul policies” and 
“imbue the board with employer- 
oriented interests.” 

Policy changes instituted by the 
new NLRB, usually over opposition 
from one or both (Truman) hold- 
over members, raised “grave ques- 


tions as to the independent, im- | 


partial, non-political and quasi- 
judicial status” of the new board, 
the convention charged. 


Cite Policy Changes 


~The resolution cited eight major 
NLRB policy changes that had the 
effect of limiting jurisdiction, de- 
priving workers of protection, en- 
couraging employers to resist col- 
lective bargaining, and hitting labor 
with “harsh” doctrines involving 
“implied” no-strike clauses and the 
“hot cargo” issue. 

Taft-Hartley has “grievously 
hampered organization of the un- 
organized,” the convention de- 
clared. 

Its detailed provisions “sub- 
vert” its stated policy, placing 
“serious restrictions on the rights 
to strike and to picket, reviving 
use of the labor injunction 
“which had been virtually stop- 
ped in the federal courts,” and 
injecting the government in the 
collective bargaining process. 


T-H places “unworkable” restric- 
tions on union security, legalizes 
state anti-union laws and contains 


Workers Told ‘Pitch In’ 
To Community Service 


New York.—The way to fuller and more fruitful participa- 
tion of workers in the life of their communities, with emphasis 
on health, welfare’and recreation, was spelled out in a four- 
point program unanimously endorsed by the AFL-CIO con- 
vention. 

The program gives life to the AFL-CIO’s dedication to the 

> proposition that what is good for the community is good for 
labor. The convention urged: : 

1. All national and international affiliates to establish com- 
munity services departments with full time staff wherever pos- 
sible. ' 

2. All state and city central bodies to establish community 
service committees with full time staff wherever possible. 

3. All local unions to establish community services com- 
mittees. 

4. All affiliates to extend full cooperation to the national 
committee in the development of its policies and programs. 

The resolution pointed out that the program is aimed at 
encouraging the active participation and total integration of 
union members and their families in community affairs—to 
assist in strengthening community agencies, to make known — 
among workers those available to help them in times of stress, 
and to give all communities the facilities they need and to 
popularize them. 

President Joseph A. Beirne of the Communication Workers, 
who had been chairman of the CIO Community Services Com- 
mittee, pointed out in discussing the resolution that community 
services work provides an opportunity to contribute “to advanc- 
ing the standards of those people who are our neighbors, but 
who may not be members of our unions.” 

“We have an obligation to do this and we should do it,” 
he said," 

“This field is one that for years has been dominated. This is 
a field where labor has been rejected, where only recently we 
have been accepted as a junior partner. 

“We can only change that ourselves as we take to heart this 
resolution, appoint people, influence people to get into their 
communities and to honestly and conscientiously make it the 
best community in America; and as they integrate themselves, . 
to concentrate on the health needs, the welfare needs, the hous- 
ing needs of their neighbors, of their friends in that community. 

“The objectives of the AFL-CIO in the area of community 
services,” the resolution made plain, “shall be as follows: 

“1. Encourage equitable labor representation on agency 
boards and committees. 

“2. Stimulate labor participation in formulating agency 
policies and programs. 

“3. Develop techniques and methods to interpret for union 
members agency programs and practices. 

“4. Assist union members, their families and other citizens 
in times of need. ig 

“S. Plan for union participation in civil defense and disaster 
relief programs and operations. 

“6. Help in the development of health and welfare services, 
such as blood banks and multiple screening. 

“7. Coordinate fund-raising drives, through voluntary fed- 
eration wherever possible, for voluntary health and welfare 
services. 

“8. Cooperate with other agencies in dealing with and solv- 
ing social and health programs. 

“9. Participate in all genuine efforts designed to improve 
social work standards and practices.” 


a “host of other restrictive provi- 
sions,” the resolution said. 

Before Taft-Hartley the percent- 
age of organized workers was ris- 
ing, now the rate of increase has 
been “greatly reduced,” and by 
“impeding the unionization of work- 
ers who need it, the act threatens 
the standards of all organized la- 
bor.” 

The AFL-CIO “will press for 
elimination of the evils” of Taft- 
Hartley and enactment of a new 
law based on Wagner Act prin- 


| ciples, the convention said. 


Burchfield, of Rail 
Carmen, Dies in N.Y. 


New York.—Charles W. Burch- 
field, assistant general chairman of 
the Brotherhood of Railway Car- 
men and a delegate to the AFL-CIO 
convention, died in his room at the 
Times Square Hotel of a heart at- 
tack. 


Burchfield, 57, was a native of 
Taylorville, Ill. He went to work 
in 1926 as a carman for the Chi- 
cago & Illinois Midland Railroad. 
Four years later he was elected the 
union’s general chairman on that 
railroad. In 1941 he was chosen 
vice president of the union, and in 
1954 assistant general president. 
Funeral services will be in Taylor- 
ville. 


Convention Asks Help 
kor Women Workers 


New York.—Opposition to mis-® 
named “equal rights” amendments 
which would undercut rather than 
improve working standards of the 
nation’s women workers was voted 
unanimously by the AFL-CIO con- 
vention. 

The strongly-worded resolution 
urged affiliates to continued their 
efforts to advance the conditions of 


“enroll in our federation to gain 
for themselves high living stand- 
ards and greater dignity in their 
work.” 


° 


Cooperatives 


working women “through collec- 
tive bargaining and by the passage 
of federal and state legislation.” 

Women now constitute one-third 
of the working force and the reso- 
lution paid tribute to the millions 
of women union members “who 
have demonstrated their firm devo- 
tion to the principles of union- 
ism.” 

Increasing numbers of women 
are seeking jobs to secure mofe 
adequate family living levels and 
to contribute to community affairs, 
the resolution noted. Labor sup- 


port was pledged to programs that 
make it easier for women to earn 
a living without endangering their 
own health or the welfare of their 
families, 


Women workers were urged to 


Win Support 


New York.—Support for genu- 
ine cooperatives was reaffirmed by 
the AFL-CIO Convention and af- 
filiates were urged to give them all 
possible aid “so that their benefits 
can be more broadly shared.”’ 

A resolution adopted by the 
Convention called credit unions 
among the “most useful” coopera- 
tives. The growing number of co- 
operative housing projects and in- 
surance enterprises was also noted 
with favor. 

“Encouraging gains are also be- 
in® made in the field of coopera- 
tive health services,” the resolu- 
tion said, “despite the attacks made 
upon them by reactionary elements 
led by the American Medical Asso- 
ciation.” 
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Organization of Unorganized Vowed; 
Greatly Expanded Program Mapped 


By EUGENE A. KELLEY 


New York.—The AFL-CIO faced squarely up to its biggest challenge—organizing the unorganized 


—and vowed it would do the job. 


Sparked by the enthusiasm evident throughout the sessions, it voted to back a drive to raise millions 


of dollars to bring into the ranks of ® 


the merged labor federation mil- 
lions of men and women now in 
mills, factories, mines and offices. 

“We have the resources and the 
tools,” Vice President Walter P. 
Reuther said in support of the reso- 
lution’ on organizing the unorgan- 
ized. “Let us demonstrate that we 
have the common dedication and 
the common will, and let us go for- 
ward with our banners high, confi- 
dent that between now and the next 
convention we can organize mil- 
lions of unorganized. workers into 
unions... .” 

Reuther, head of the Auto Work- 
ers and president of the AFL-CIO 
Industrial Union Department, said 
he was happy to report that his own 
union voted $1.5 million from its 
treasury to aid organization for the 
newly merged federation. 

‘More Will Come’ 

“Unions that vere formerly affil- 
iated with the CIO are able to re- 
port to this convention that they 
are pledging $4 million to the or- 
ganizing campaign to help in or- 
ganizing workers all over Amer- 
ica,” Reuther said. And more will 
come, he promised. 


&\ up the little fellow who can’t pro- 
tect himself.” 
| He had been sickened, he went 

'on, at seeing a small union trying 
to protect itself on the picket line 
and having another union move in 
and raid the membership. 

“I say if that happens between 
now and the next convention any 
union guilty ought to be read out 
of the united labor movement. I 
say that when workers are on strike 
they are entitled morally and or- 
ganizationally to the support of 
every union.” 


Speed Up Drives 


tor of organization for the AFL- 
CIO, announced his resignation as 
a vice president of the UAW. 
“We expect at all times to 
advance and promote organiza- 
tional drives throughout the land 
and \we expect to call upon na- 
tional and international unions 
to advance and promote organ- 
izational drives where they are 
not doing so at this time,” Liv- 
ingston said. “We expect to ask 
those national and international 
unions that have drives under- 


JOHN W. LIVINGSTON 
Organizing Director 


The resolution acknowledged ~ 
with pride the achievement of 
merger that brought 15 million 
workers into a single federation 


way in high gear at the present 


and we are going to organize the} time to put those organizational 
workers in these plants.’ ” 


drives in overdrive.” 
Assailing the flight of the textile 


John W. Livingston, new direc-| 


Hyphen in AFL-CIO 
Simplifies Things, . 
Says Fr. McGowan 


New York.—Rev. Ray- 
mond A. McGowan, retired 
director of the Social Action 
Dept. of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference, ex- 
pressed thanks in his conven- 
tion speech that merger “lifts 
a burden from my shoulders.” 

“Now, Dll not have to 
spread my liking over two 
organizations,” he explained. 
“I can concentrate on one. 
Now, Ill not have to waste 
time explaining that my lik- 
ing the CIO does not mean 
that I don’t like the AFL, and 
vice versa. I can simply say 
I like both ends of the hy- 
phen and most of all, the hy- 
phen. The merger. certainly 
simplifies things for people 
like me.” = 


_-—— 
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Detroit Dailies 
Negotiations 


Deadlocked 


Detroit—The new accord in 
labor’s ranks reflected by the forma- 
tion of the AFL-CIO, is reflected in 
the solidarity of a strike on three 
Detroit dailies and publication of a 
newspaper by the unions involved. 

The Detroit Reporter, a daily 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO News- 
paper Guild in cooperation with 
other unions in the printing field, is 


Convention 


Pledges Aid on 
3 Strike Fronts 


New York. — Strikes against 
Westinghouse, Miami Beach hotels 
and United Air Lines Strikes re- 
ceived the AFL-CIO convention’s 
endorsement and pledges of aid. 

President James B. Carey, of the 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
ers, flayed the “arrogant, strike- 
breaking attitude” of Westinghouse 
and derided their attempts to bribe 
the 55,000 workers to return to 
work. Not more than 150 em- 
ployes, he said, had reached for the 
bait in the nearly two months of 
the strike. 


Carey commended President 
George Meany and Secretary-Treas- 


urer William Schnitzler for their “ 


sponsorship of full-page newspaper 
ads supporting the FUE strike even 
prior to the merger of AFL and 
ClO. The Steelworkers and other 
unions were also thanked for their 
financial and moral support to the 
strike. 

President Ed S. Miller, of the 
Hotel & Restaurant Employes, re- 
newed his flea for aid in the strike 
against the swank. hotels of the 
Florida resort, now eight months 
old. He reviewed briefly the legal 
and economic battles which have 
faced the strikers. 

Picket lines are being maintained 
around the clock at 80 airports 
served by United Air Lines, Pres- 
ident W. D. Kent, of the Flight En- 
gineers, reported. He said 250 
members of his union were pro- 
testing their replacement by mem- 


but recognized “even in this hour industry to “areas where the politi- 


Texti 
of triumph” it must give thought cal forces are lined up with states’ extile Pay tion. 


to the 56 ndiiien adits: “ae right laws to block organization,” 


as yet do not enjoy their legal 


and moral right to organize and will be waiting when you get there 


Reuther said the AFL-CIO should 
warn runaway employers that “we Boost Sought 


now in its second week of produc-j| bers of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
The first edition made its | ciation. 

bow within 48 hours after a strike 
by the Stereotypers Union caused 
suspension of the papers. 


Shoe Unions 


bargain collectively.” 

It concluded with a promise of 
the most vigorous support to an 
expanded organizing program equal 
to the job of overcoming the. ob- 
stacles in the path of nationwide 
organization. 


Warning to ‘Runaways’ 
Reuther pointed to the less than 
20 percent of organization in the 
chemical industry and brought 
cheers from the floor when he said: 


to organize the workers in the new 
plants.” 


creases for members of the Textile 
Workers Union in four divisions of 
Reuther said there is work to | the industry will be sought in forth- 
be done in the paper industry, | coming negotiations. 
among the teachers “and the President Emil Rieve declared 
thousands and thousands of | that wage boosts will be demanded 
white collar workers in the of- | from the northern cotton-rayon 
fices, in the distribution trades.” | mills, the woolen and worsted in- 
There was need for organization | dustry, carpet and rug makers and 
in the building trades as well, | synthetic yarn manufacturers. 
he declared. AFL;CIO President George 
No one in the leadership of the} Meany and Vice President Wal- 


“Let’s take on the chemical in-| organization, he asserted, should be| ter P. Reuther addressed the con- 
dustry and let’s say to DuPont as| permitted to use the organizational | ference attended by 1,000 delegates 
we said to General Motors and the | funds of unions to practice destruc-| from the New England and mid- 
other corporations, ‘You are in line| tive “cannibalism by trying to eat} Atlantic states. 


bg 


STRATEGY 


TEAM—AFL-CIO’s organizing high command took time out for this 
photo during a meeting with Director of Organization: John W. Livingston and 
Assistant Director Harry O'Reilly. Seated, left to right, are Regional Directors 
Chester Dusten, Woodrow Pendergast, Hugh Thompson, Livingston, O'Reilly, 
Delmond Garst, George Craig and Russell Harvey. Standing are Regional Directors 


New York.—Substantial wage in- | 


Officials of the Stereotypers said 
the strike climaxed months of ne- 
gotiations during which the pub- 
lishers rejected union demands for 
more crews to meet production 
schedules. The walkout crippled 
the Free Press, Times and News. 
Other unions termed the consequent 
suspension of 4,800 employes a 
lockout. 

The Reporter’s first issue had 
four pages and a 100,000 press run. 
In two days it had gone to eight 
pages and 125,000 circulation but 
it is still hampered by acute news- 
print shortages which are only 
slowly being eased. 


cs 


“e a 

Win Strike 

St. Louis.—Joint negotiations by 
AFL and CIO unions brought vic- 
tory in a four-week strike against 
the nation’s largest and third largest 
shoe firms. Forty-two midwestern 
plants of the International Shoe 
Co., top U. S. shoemaker, and the 
Brown Shoe Co. were involved. 


A 5 per cent wage boost, retro- 
active to October 1, was negotiated 
for 29,000 workers who took part 
in the walkout. Settlement terms 
also provide for another 3 per cent 
increase effective next April 1. 


Joseph Heath, Hugh Gormley, Les Graham, Gene Moats, Paul Christopher, Charles 
Heymans, L. H. Williams, Carl Winn, Fred Pieper, Elmer Theiss, Jess Gallagher, 
Carey Haigler, Charles Smith, J. L. Rhodes and Daniel Flanagan. Not shown are 
Directors — Collins and Herbert McCreedy. 
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KING-SIZE GAVEL was wielded by George Meany and Walter Reuther to bang the first convention of the merged AFL-CIO to 
order for the first session of their four-day conclave in New York’s 71st Regiment Armory. It wasn’t long after that Meany was 
unanimously elected the first president of the AFL-CIO. Reuther was elected president of the new Industrial Unions Department and 
both men are members of the organization’s Executive Council. From their smiles you can guess it was a happy occasion—the 
” welding together of America’s two greatest labor organizations. 


GORDON COLE, president 
of the ILPA, is shown pre- 
senting an award to Marie 
Downey of the Electrical 
Workers Journal for “general 
editorial excellence” in the 
labor magazine classification. 


WHICH WAY DID HE GO? queries AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer William F. Schnitzler as Walter 
Reuther points out “He went thataway” as they tried to get the official convention photograph taken 
quickly. Three giant cameras were at strategic points in the armory hall and the picture was finally 
“shot” but not before Schnitzler, Reuther and the delegates had a bit of fun trying to locate which cam- 
era was going to take the first “shot.” It was worked out finally and delegates and guests enjoyed the 
byplay. 


OLD FRIENDS were caught together by the cameraman as George Meany (left) and Walter Reuther 
(right) chat with William F. Duggan, who gave Meany his first plumbing apprenticeship. Duggan was 
business agent of the New York Plumbers local of which Meany’s father was a member and it was 
in this way that the now president of the world’s largest labor organization got started. 
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STOP THE PRESSES is practically what the AFL-CIO conventi0 
were on hand to flash convention news by wire and phone to thei 
in the press room set up in the armory for the newsmen: In the 
phones and telegraphers around the wall spaces. Hot coffee was oil t 


THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNEBy P: 
Cities Service Band of America and gn H 
convention off in the American way,Bs ash 
gates to sing along with her and theghe ve 
the old.armory seemed to vibrate. §m” i 
vention hall and from that point on §jd the 
the world for four days. 


A TOUCH OF COLOR was added t@tion 
tegah, secretary-treasurer of the Gold js Uni 
which is affiliated with the ICFTU, Bing 
Winter, Bakers president emeritus a§O vi 
Tettegah was dressed in his native coghhy br 
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ate. §m” into the con- SILHOUETTE of newsreel and TV cameramen makes a striking picture of the first AFL-CIO Convention. The “Big Bertha” boys of the photography game 

it on id the spotlight of were perched atop platforms flanking the main stage. From their elevated vantage point the giant newsreel and TV cameras could span the entire armory 

although the far recesses weren’t exactly what you might call “photogenic” because of the accumulation of smoke as the sessions went on. Directly in 

front of the main stage was a platform elevation for the “still” cameramen who enjoyed a heyday. Motorcycle ‘couriers were on hand to grab plates and 

) film to be rushed to development for the newspapers, newsreels and TV shows. All in all it was hectic—but the kind of excitement that made everyone feel 
they were living in a hale and hearty demoracy. It was big—and it was exciting. — 
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW of the delegates in convention at the 71st Regiment STANDING OVATION was given by the delegates when their new president, 
Armory in New York will give you some idea of the enormity of the hall and George Meany, approached the podium to address them. He delivered a 
the greatness of labor united. The hall was packed to the rafters—and we do powerful address, stressing the plans and goals of united labor. He humbly 
mean rafters because the topmost seats in the balcony were right close to the thanked the delegates for “entrusting to me this very responsible task. I will 
arched roof. Massive strings of multicolored lights were draped from the give myself to it as best I can. I am not given to predictions. I tell you now 
center of the roof to both side walls and there was a huge painting directly in will never surrender principle for expediency. So let us face the future, 
back of the main stage reading: “All Trades-All Crafts-All Colors-All Creeds confident beyond question that the cause we espouse, confident beyond expres- 
—Together!” The new AFL-CIO seal was the centerpiece with workers sion that the things we ask for are just and proper. And if we do this—and 
portrayed against a background of red and white stripes. I am sure that we will—then with God’s help we shall not fail.” 
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yentio@mdreds of reporters from all parts of the world TAPE RECORDINGS were made of practically every minute of the convention. This battery of international correspondents 
> theilfons. This picture shows one battery of telephones man the recording machines which catch every word spoken over the microphones attached to the podium. The tapes will be 
he pigfere rows of tables with typewriters, flanked by the —_retaped over and over again and shipped to points throughout the world where workers anxiously await words of encouragement 
was Oil times for the hustling news hawks. from their brother workers in America. One room in the armory was set aside for the duplicating of the tape recordings. 
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Convention Tells Unions: 
‘Support AFL-CIO News’ 


With Flying Colors 
F cteengengitae labor has met successfully its great challenge. Mer- 
ger has been accomplished—smoothly, harmoniously, con- 
structively. 

The first AFL-CIO convention would have been a success merely 
_by the fact of its taking place. But the convention was more than 
a procedural success; for not only did the AFL-CIO meet, but it 
also adopted constructive policies. And it did so easily, without 
fuss and fury. 

There was a day when the AFL and CIO were far apart. The 


New York.—The AFL-CIO convention called on all affiliated 
unions to give full support to the newly-created AFL-CIO News. 

In approving a resolution on public relations, the delegates 
called on the AFL-CIO “to inaugurate an effective and forward- 
looking public relations program making use of all available 
media, including radio and television.” : 

The resolution commended the labor press and called on affili- 
ated unions for full support to the labor press and specifically the 
the AFL-CIO News. 

Text of the resolution: 

Organized labor is aware of the need for attaining and main- 
taining good public relations. The enemies of labor have sought 
to isolate our free, democratic trade unions from the rest of the 
community, in order better to attack our objectives and our activi- 


first AFL-CIO convention was a symbol of the way the chasm be-|] _ ties. 


tween the two old labor federations had been narrowed until no 
chasm existed. There was common ground, and on that common 
ground the‘convention and its resolutions committee built its policy 
structure . . . without friction, without difficulty. 

No doubt about it, unity of labor will bring benefits. Closer 
fraternal relationships among national unions, among local unions 
from both the former federations are bound to develop; in fact, they 
have already. 

New organizing drives are all but inevitable, and they should 
bring the benefits of unionism to millions of workers who are now 
without the benefit of union protection and security. Improved 
legislation, more effective political activity, extended work with other 
community groups—all of them are in the cards. 

The enemies of labor, of course, are opposed to all this. Fulton 
Lewis talks of a new “behemoth”—a mammoth power bloc inter- 
ested only im its selfish purposes. Sens. Goldwater and Harold 
Stassen are similarly worried that the voice and votes of labor will 
make life too difficult for peanut politicians of reactionary hue, in 
1956 and the years ahead. One gathers they would like a ‘law’ to 


insure that workers’ votes will be cast for anti-union candidates. 
These gentlemen could do worse than read the AFL-CIO con- 


vention proceedings. They would do well to take to heart the words 
of UAW President Reuther that “we want to make progress not at 
the expense of our neighbors . . . but with our neighbors.” 

And the GOP reactionaries should give thought to the challenge 
of President George Meany: “. . . we don’t control the votes—no 
one can tell the American worker how he has got to vote... . Our 
political philosophy is to inform the people on the issues... .” In- 
form them we will; we'll take positions, and we'll fight those who 
strive to limit our freedom of speech. 

What labor wants, this first AFL-CIO convention made clear, is 
what the people want: honorable peace in the world, rising living 
standards at home and abroad, the human dignity that is the dividend 
of economic progress and the enjoyment of democratic liberties. 

That is labor’s aim. That is what the AFL-CIO will seek to 
achieve. That is the crusade in which the AFL-CIO will join ranks 
with other forward-looking groups in the American public. 


These hostile forces have sought to cloak and minimize the 
constructive achievements of our*labor movement in the hope 
that the public will develop an erroneous and hostile concept of 
the functions, purposes and accomplishments of trade unions. 

Both the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations and their affiliated unions have made 
notable progress in improving labor’s public relations in recent 
years. 

Our Public Relations activities have been compounded of many 
factors. First of all, the actions and policies of our labor move- 
ment have demonstrated its true nature as an organization devoted 
to the public good and concerned with the welfare of our nation 
and all of its citizens. 

The bona fide labor press, with its large and growing circula- 
tion and the continually improving quality of the various union 
publications, has kept our members alert and informed of the 
issues of the day in every section of the country. 

The AFL and the CIO and their affiliated unions, through the 
use of radio, have presented their viewpoint directly to the people. 

In addition, the AFL and the CIO, by sponsoring liberal com- 
mentators like Edward P. Morgan and John W. Vandercook, 
have brought a fair and unbiased presentation of the news to 
millions of American listeners—news undictated and uninfluenced 
by the sponsors. Through the public service announcements on 
these programs, the constructive viewpoints of the two federations 
were brought to millions of American homes; now, therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. 1. The AFL-CIO authorizes and instructs its 
officers to inaugurate an effective and forward-looking public rela- 
tions program, making use of all available media, including radio 
and television. The objective of this program shall be to give 
the American public a true concept of labor’s activities and its 
role in our domestic society. 

2. The AFL-CIO commends the progress of the “bona fide” 
labor press and calls on all our affiliated unions and‘ membership 
to give full support to the labor press, including the newly-created 
AFL-CIO News. 

3. The AFL-CIO commends the merger efforts of the Interna- 
tional Labor Press of America and the CIO Editors and Publicity 
Directors Conference as a method of bringing together the ideas 
of union publications and union public relations directors into a 
common organization best adapted to serving the interests of our 
organization. 

4. The AFL-CIO specifically authorizes the Executive Officers 
to conclude appropriate arrangements for the continued sponsor- 
ship of radio news broadcasts. 


Labor Press 
Plans Merger, 
Better Papers 


New York.—Plans to put more 
punch into the labor press were 
hammered out by nearly 250 AFL- 
CIO editors at the 44th annual con- 
vention of the International Labor 
Press Association. 


During the three-day meeting of- 
ficers of the AFL’s ILPA and of 
the CIO’s Press and Public Rela- 
tions Conference reached an agree- 
ment to merge the two organiza- 
tions in harmony with the unity 
spirit of the merger between the 
parent bodies which took place the 
day after the press meetings ended. 

Details of the merger were 
worked out by committees from the 
two groups and will be submitted, 
as authorized, to member editors 
for ratification either by referen- 
dum or at next year’s labor press 
convention. 

The convention instructed its of- 
ficers to take a number of steps 
aimed at increasing the usefulness 
and effectiveness of labor’s news- 
papers and magazines. Among 
them: 

Requested that the President call 
a special conference to consider 
how to improve news and feature 
services available to labor editors. 

Authorized a special committee 
to encourage a broad foundation- 
financed study of the labor press to 
gather facts and figures on its scope 
and influence. 

Voted a broadened attack on 
racketeering publications falsely 
representing themselves as repre- 
senting member unions of the AFL- 
CIO. 

Highlight of the meeting was an- 
nouncement of the retirement of 
Lewis M. Herrmann, secretary- 
treasurer of-ILPA for 15 years. By 
resolution the editors named Herr- 
mann Secretary-Treasurer Emeri- 
tus and elected him ILPA’s frater- 
nal delegate to the AFL-CIO’s his- 
toric unity convention. A wallet 
containing a token of his col- 
leagues’ appreciation was presented 
to Herrmann at the annual banquet. 

Gordon H. Cole of the Machin- 
ist, Washington, was reelected pres- 
ident. Bernard R. Mullady of the 
AFL-CIO News was elected to suc- 
ceed Herrmann as secretary-treas- 
urer. 
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AFL-CIO to Expand 
Political Activities 


New York.—The AFL-CIO convention called on all affiliated 
organizations to render “all aid and assistance” to the Committee on 


Political Education. 


The convention reaffirmed 1a-‘ 
bor’s “traditional policy of avoid- 
ing entangling alliances” with any 
party and stated, “We seek neither 
to capture any organization nor 
will we submerge our identity to 
any other group.” 

Labor has been “forced to polit- 
ical education and activity,” the 
resolution declared, because “a 
small but powerful core of reac- 
tionary business groups” has sought 
to “punish” unions by legislation 
and to “destroy or render useless” 
their collective bargaining strength. 


“Wreck” Law Dagger 


The enactment of the Taft-Hart- 
ley Act and 18 state “right to work” 
laws are a “dagger at the throat of 
trade unions and a threat to the 
living standards of every working 
man and woman,” it said. 

The political activities of organ- 
ization should be “expanded” under 
the AFL-CIO, the convention de- 
clared. 


The parent organization itself 
promised “direction and coordina- 
tion” to state, city and county fed- 
erations and councils and proffered 
“aid and cooperation” in the polit- 
ical education and action of na- 
tional and international unions. 

There should be a program to 
“place the voting records of our 


elected officials in the homes of 
each member,” the convention said, 
and AFL-CIO political activities 
should be supported financially by 
“an annual campaign for voluntary 
contributions” from union mem- 
bers. 

All affiliated organizations were 
asked to give “every proper coop- 
eration and assistance” in the finan- 
cial campaigns. 


Family Voter Target 


The Committee on Political Edu- 
cation was specifically directed to 
“strengthen its program for inte- 
grating the family voter into the 


women’s divisions and training con- 
ferences, 

Political activity among wives, 
sisters and daughters of union 
members was encouraged so that 
“their vast resources of skill, energy 
and devotion to good citizenship 
may be enlisted” in the program. 

It is our firm belief, the conven- 
tion declared, that our democratic 
government as set forth in the Con- 
stitution “is the best that has been 
devised to meet the needs of free 
men.” 

“We pledge it unselfish and un- 
stinting support and vow that our 
every effort shall be directed to its 


preservation.” 


Make Labor’s Vice 
Loud, Clear at Polls 


By WILLARD SHELTON ® 


New York.—Republicans 
headed by President Eisenhower 
continued their intramural argu- 
ments on the “propriety” of 
union political activity as Demo- 
crats urged the combined AFL- 
CIO forces to intensify their con- 
cern for “public affairs.” 

Speaking to the AFL-CIO con- 
vention over a telephone hookup 
from Gettysburg, the President 
stated: “The roads you travel, the 
schools your children attend, the 
taxes you pay, the standards of in- 
tegrity in government, the conduct 


of the public business, is your busi- 


ness as Americans.” 


He added, however, that in gen- 
eral and constituent-union organiza- 
tions, “The rights of minorities 
holding different social, economic 
and political views must be scrupu- 
lously protected and their views ac- 
curately reflected.” 


Loud and Clear 


Labor Secretary Mitchell told the 
convention that labor unity “will 
surely make clearer and more em- 
phatic the voice of labor in the field 
of public affairs,” and that he “wel- 
comed” it. 

Labor's voice, he said, “should be 
heard loud and clear.” 

Mitchell acknowledged that AFL- 
CIO leaders had repeatedly stated 
they did not seek to “control” votes 
or “create a powerful political pres- 
sure block” but “to keep their mem- 
bers informed on all issues affecting 
the electorate, especially those af- 
fecting workers.” 

“No one can object to that 
kind of political activity,” he de- 
clared. “Everyone should ap- 
plaud and encourage that kind 
of political action.” 


But from Washington came a 
discordant voice as Senator Barry 
Goldwater (Ariz.), chairman of the 
powerful Republican Senatorial 
Campaign Committee, hurled the 
challenge that AFL-CIO had “no 
right” to endorse a_ presidential 
candidate next year. 


“They will be infringing on the 
rights of independent and minority 
members,” Goldwater stated. 

Claiming that he “assumes” 
Eisenhower would get labor’s green 
light in 1956 if he runs, the Arizona 
senator still said the merged union 
groups “shouldn’t give political en- 
dorsements.” 

He was backed by Senator Wil- 
liam Knowland (Calif.), GOP Sen- 
ate floor-leader, who charged a 
scheme to “capture” the Demo- 
cratic party, and by Republican 
National Chairman Leonard Hall. 


Case Answers 


A sharp rebuke came from Sena- 
tor Clifford Case (R., N. J.), who 
told the International Labor Press 
Association here that unions had a 
“clear duty” to inform their mem- 
bers on the “real facts about each 
candidate, regardless of party.” 

Case scoffed at Goldwater's 
so-called “slush funds” and be- 
littled charges of a “grand strat- 
egy” of political control and 
party “capture.” Republicans 
who voiced such “hysterical” 
charges spoke only as individuals, 
not for “the entire Republican 
party,” he said. 

Governor Averell Harriman of 
New York led the Democratic 
counterattack with a direct charge 
that Goldwatef and other Repub- 
licans are trying to “strip labor of 
its political rights, to drive a wedge 
between labor and its leaders.” 

“They have packed the adminis- 
trative agencies with men who are 
antilabor,” Harriman told the con- 
vention. “In the state legislatures 
they are turning out union-busting 
laws wherever they can.” Now they 
seek to “make it impossible for 
labor to fight back.” 

Senator Estes Kefauver (D., 
Tenn.) told the International Labor 
Press Association that there has 
been some “wild-swinging dema- 
goguery” about labor merger as 
creating a “so-called monopoly that 
would supposedly dictate to the 
government” as well as to “man- 


political program” and to establish |} 


FOUR-WAY HANDSHAKE is executed by these new members of the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 
The four are (left to right): Willard $. Townsend, president, United Transport Service Employes; 
Richard F, Walsh, president, Theatrical Stage Employes and Moving Picture Machine Operators; 
A. Philip Randolph, president, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and A. L. Spradling, president, 
Street Electric Railway and Motor Coach Employes. 


Preservation 
Of Freedoms 
Called ‘Must’ 


New York.—The traditional 
liberties of all Americans and the 
freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of 
Rights must be preserved while the 
country is being protected against 
Communist aggression, the AFL- 
CIO convention declared in a reso- 
lution on civil liberties and internal 
security. 

“We do not believe that the 
Communist movement in this coun- 
try poses, absent armed Soviet ag- 
gression, any serious threat to over- 
throw our government,” it said. 

“Nevertheless, it does serve as 
a recruiting ground for traitors, 
spies and perhaps saboteurs and its 
adherents are making every effort 
to obtain the nation’s most guarded 
secrets. 

“These dangers call for vigilant 
counter-intelligence work, and for 
vigorous enforcement of the crimi- 
nal laws and for an effective secu- 
rity system. 

“They do not call for us to adopt 
the methods of our totalitarian foes, 
or to ourselves weaken the liberties 
we seek to protect.” 

The resolution expressed AFL- 
CIO confidence that the American 
form of government can be. de- 
fended “without infringement on 
the individual liberties which are 
the core of free government,” and 
expressed gratification at improve- 
ments in the procedures of some 
congressional committees 

The convention found “consider- 
able ground for optimism” over de- 
velopments on the civil liberties 
front during the past year—‘the 
first time in several years that this 
has been so.” 

It was sharply critical of the 
Eisenhower Administration’s dis- 
play of “little willingness” to clean 
its own house in the security pro- 
gram administration, which it held 
deal .“harshly and unfairly, and 
sometimes tyrannically,” with many 
citizens. 


/ 


of the Auto Workers, in supporting 
the resolution, declared neither the 
nation nor the labor movement can 
achieve their fuli objectives unless 
“we can maintain free speech, free 
press, free assemblage and the basic 
fredoms guaranteed under the Bill 
of Rights.” 

He declared that Sen. Eastland 
(D., Miss.), because of his open 
advocacy of white supremacy, is 
unfit to head a Senate committee 
investigating his fellow-citizens and 
should be removed from office by 


agement.” 


Secretary-Treasurer Emil Mazey. 


manifestations. 


\" Full and Equal Rights for All: 
| Delegates Laud: School Decisions 


By GERVASE LOVE 


New York.—The traditional stand of organized labor in favor of 
equal rights for all was restated with new vigor by the AFL-CIO in 
a convention resolution which struck at discrimination ‘in all its 


body had been posed by Thurgood‘ 
Marshall, special counsel of the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, in a con- 
vention address. 

“The whole vicious program 
against Negroes in the South,” he 
warned, “will undoubtedly lead to 
further violence and _ pressures 
against organized labor. 

“It is highly significant that in 
many areas of the deep South, or- 
ganized labor is being bracketed in 
the same position as the Negro.” 


Labor Dedicated 


The resolution noted that the 
AFL-CIO “stands dedicated no less 
than its predecessors” to bring 
about full and equal rights for all 
Americans. 

It set forth a program of sup- 
port for “effective and enforce- 
able” fair employment practices 
legislation at all levels; elimina- 
tion of Senate Rule 22, which 
has served to bar consideration 
of many civil rights ‘bills; in- 
clusion of  non-discrimination 
clauses in union contracts; en- 
forcement of federal anti-bias 
requirements where they exist, 
and U. S. legislation making 
lynching a federal crime and out- 
lawing the poll tax. 

The resolution stressed labor’s op- 
position to discrimination “in em- 
ployment, promotions or layoffs be- 
cause of race, color, religion or na- 
tional origin.” 

It noted “substantial progress” 
toward elimination of bias on the 
job through the negotiation and ef- 
fective policing of such clauses in 
union bargaining contracts. 

It praised the “limited progress” 
made by the President’s Committee 
on Government Contracts, on 
which AFL and CIO representatives 
have been serving, in ending dis- 
crimination in employment on fed- 
eral contracts. 

The progress toward ending 
school segregation sparked by the 
U. S. Supreme Court decision was 
hailed as “one of the most notable 
triumphs for democracy in recent 
years.” 

Stronger Support 

The delegates denounced the 
efforts of some states and commu- 
nities to flout the decision as “flimsy 
and discreditable subterfuges,” and 


the Senate. 


warned of‘the growth of “Ku Klux 


Klan-type organizations’” working 
to preserve segregation. 

Marshall, welcoming formation 
of the AFL-CIO, said that “those 
of us in the fight for justice for 
Negro Americans can now depend 
on even stronger support from this 
consolidated arm of organized 
labor.” 


He warned that “real opposi- 
tion to law and order” is being 
built up on the local level in 
many areas of the South by “the 
so-called ‘good people’ ” through 
organizations such as the White 
Citizens Councils. 


Murders and intimidation, he 
added, point up the problem of the 
“complete absence of protection of 
civil rights” for “Southern minori- 
ties,” a lack the labor movement 
will feel as it steps up organizing 
in that area. 

“It goes without saying,” he 
added, “that organized labor has a 
terrific stake in vigorously opposing 
racial segregation in community 
life whether it be in the North or 
South.” 


AFL-CIO Vice President James 
B. Carey, president of the Electri- 
cal Radio & Machine Workers, was 
prepared to comment at length on 
the resolution. However, he noted 
that Marshall had so “splendidly 
covered” what he had to say that 
he only placed his comment in the 
record. 


In his observations, Carey told 
how the CIO had tackled the prob- 
lem of discrimination on the job, 
and expanded it from the factory 
or mine to the community. 

“We are confident that ‘with 
the added strength and enthusi- 
asm our new federation will 
bring to this struggle,” he said, 
“the advances of the last decade 
can be accelerated. 

“We believe we can bring 
greater vitality to the task of 
completing democracy’s unfin- 
ished business. We know in so 
doing we. will immeasurably 
strengthen the American labor 
movement.” 

He claimed that the real purpose 
behind the growth of organized pro- 
segregation sentiment in the South 
“ig to stop economic and social 
progress,” which organized labor is 


trying to bring to the area. 
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en Twelve 


the AFL-CIO convention as he 


| Adlai Hails Labor Unity, 
Hits GOP ‘Hate’ Charges 


New York.—A roaring ovation greeted Adlai E. Stevenson at 


charged Republican leaders with 


launching a “hate campaign” against labor and union leaders. 


Sprinkling his speech with flashes 
of the wit which in 1952 became 
famous, Stevenson spoke solemnly 
as he’ acknowledged that the hopes 
of labor are “the hopes and aspira- 
tions of all people.” 

Said President George Meany at 


The dignity of the human indi- 
vidual which the AFL-CIO seeks 
to promote, Stevenson declared, 
means that we want our children 
to grow up in decent surroundings, 


and go to school in decent buildings 


nomination, was a red hot target for the cameramen at the conven- 


tion. 


He no sooner hit the speakers platform when the lensmen 


were begging George Meany, left, and Walter Reuther, right, to 
lead Adlai their way. All obliged and it was several minutes before 


the guest speaker could start his 


stirring speech which brought the 


delegates to their feet in a standing ovation at its conclusion. 


the conclusion, “If there were at- 
tempts before to express the mean- 
ing of this convention,” Stevenson 
could be sure that “no one had said 
it better.” 


Lashes GOP Leaders 


The 1952 Democratic presiden- 
tial nominee called for a federal 
government that “finds its man- 
dates in concern for the general 
welfare” and nothing less. 

He lashed hard at GOP lead- 
ers who, he said, have “defaced 
the image of America” with their 
talk of labor “goons” and 
power-hungry labor bosses.” 

It began with Agriculture Secre- 
tary Benson’s “attempt to blame the 
farmer’s depression” on city work- 
ers, he said, and continued through 
talk of “goons” by Interior Sec- 
retary McKay, and the proclama- 
tion by a “Republican state chair- 
man” (John Feikens of Michi- 
gan) that union leaders are “Marx- 
ist-Socialist bosses trying to take 
this country down a rathole.” 

This country has just emerged 


from the “shameful” slanders and | 
hates of McCarthyism, Stevenson | 


said, and he sharply attacked “what 


appears to be a design to play the| 


ugly politics of group hatred.” 
Labor Voice of People 

“The issue between communism 
and democracy, he said, will be 
“settled finally” in the “minds and 
hearts—and yes, the stomachs—of 
the multitudes of working people 
in Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
Americas.” 

“The voice of our America which 
can speak most clearly is the voice 
of American labor—of the AFL- 
ci0;* 

The question we face within 
the United States, he said, “is not 
whether we are for or against 

” but whether we are 
for or against doing anything 
about the fact that 30 million 
Americans don’t have pros- 
perity.” 


with good teachers proud of their 
responsibility.” 

He denounced so-called state 
“right-to-work” laws and many pro- 
visions of the Taft-Hartley Act as 
“inequitable or unworkable” and 
said “they must be changed or re- 
moved.” 

The objectives of the AFL-CIO, 
he stated, “will take a commitment 
that in our daily lives we live by 
the Bill of Rights.” He said that, 
like others, he had been “shocked 
and shamed by the bloody violence 


to prevent people from “exercising 
their right to vote in one section of 
our country.” » 


Red Cross Presents 


Citation to AFL-CIO 

New York.—The AFL-CIO was 
presented with a citation by the 
American Red Cross “in grateful 
recognition” of its contribution of 
more than $1 million to the Red 
Cross flood relief drive last sum- 
mer. 


and gross intimidation” employed | 


Folsom Gives 
Labor Pledge 
Of School Aid 


New York. — Welfare Secretary 
Marion Folsom gave the AFL-CIO 
convention a pledge of a “broad- 
ened” federal school building pro- 
gram but by omission turned 
thumbs down on federal health in- 
surance. 

Breaking from Eisenhower-Nixon 
warnings to the White House Con- 
ference on Education, Folsom told 
the convention, “The federal gov- 
ernment can help build schools for 
our children without endangering 
the freedom of local school sys- 
tems.” 

Developing Plan 

The President has said the lack of 
school facilities can no longer be 
allowed, the head of the Health, 
Education and Welfare Dept. re- 
minded the delegates, and said the 
Administration “has been at work 
for many months to develop a 
plan.” 

Without spelling out details, he 
said he was “confident” the broad- 
ened and improved program will 
be ready for Congress. 

Eisenhower’s first school-aid 
plan, submitted this year, called for 
only $67 million a year in federal 
funds for three years. 

The’ White House Conference 


i} voted more than two to one for 


increased federal funds for school 
construction, and a majority favored 
federal funds for local school oper- 
ating expenses. 

Folsom’s comments on health 


; | protection revealed that the Ad- 
ADLAI STEVENSON, candidate for the Democratic Presidential 


ministration still counts on volun- 
tary health insurance to do the 
whole job. 


Improve Policies 


He said that private-company in- 
surance policies must be “im- 
proved” and the process of expan- 
sion be speeded. But even in the 
field of catatrosphic illness he rec- 
ommended reliance on insurance 
companies or labor-management 
contracts. 


“By working at the problem with 
imagination, practical thinking and 
willingness we will make great 
strides,” he declared. 


Folsom called for a renewal of 
combined efforts to achieve “an 
ever-increasing measure of eco- 
nomic security, well-being and free- 
dom from want.” 


He promised new emphasis on 
research into heart disease, cancer 
and arthritis, .a special advisory 
committee on the Food and Drug 
Administration, and recommended 
adequate hospitals and other medi- 
cal care facilities. 


He cited the federal-state voca- 
tional rehabilitation program as 
having restored 850,000 disabled 
persons to useful work. The Social 
Security system, he said, had suc- 
cessfully overcome all dire predic- 
tions of failure. 


a word of Mitchell’s talk. 


LABOR SECRETARY JAMES MITCHELL is shown before the 
microphones as he addressed the AFL-CIO convention. President 
Meany, although reading a note from one of his aides, didn’t miss 


Blasts GOP 


Harriman Gets Ovation, 


Programs 


New York.—The AFL-CIO convention gave a rousing ovation to 
Gov. Averell Harriman of New York for a speech that ripped furi 
ously into the domestic and foreign policies of the Eisenhowe 


Administration. 

Twenty-two times the convention 
‘broke into applause as Harriman 
charged that Eisenhower had lost 
diplomatic initiative to the Soviet 
Union and that “enemies of labor” 


e s 


Greets delegates. 


in his Administration are “carrying 
On a powerful and systematic at- 
tack” intended to weaken the influ- 
ence of unions. 


Free World Loser 
“The free world-is losing ground 
in the struggle with communism,” 
Harriman warned. “The Kremlin 
has breached the lines so carefully 
built in the alliance of free men.” 
Eisenhower’s attribution of 
peaceful intentions to the Soviet 
leaders at the Geneva summit 
conference, he said, produced a 
“psychological disarmament, a 
relaxation of effort” in the free 
world—and the Soviets “did not 
give one inch to achieve these 
results.” 


‘| state action and make it impossible 


“George Meany pointed out 


bluntly the dangers of accepting the 
so-called ‘spirit of Geneva,’” Har. 
riman reminded the convention, and 
he himself had done the same. 

“We were not popular at the 
time. But the warning needed to by 
sounded, and it still-needs to be 
heeded. 

“The new group in the Kremlin 
has carried out with great shrewd. 
ness the tactics of ‘peaceful co. 
existence,’ and at Geneva, and since 
Geneva, has achieved a major polit. 
ical break-through.” 

Harriman said there were still 
men in the Administration who 
have a sympathy for labor but that 
behind this “window dressing” there 
is a triple-threat attack to weaken 
unions through both federal and 


for labor to fight back. 


Criticizes Nixon 

The men who really carry weight, 
he charged, are such men as Vice 
President Nixon, “chosen some 
years ago to make the wind-up 
speech in support of the House. 
passed Hartley bill” that paved the 
way for Taft-Hartley. 

Others he named as “Bird 
Dog” Wilson (Defense Secretary 

Charles E. Wilson), Interior Sec- 
retary Douglas McKay, “whose 
automobile agency in Oregon has 
been advertising for strikebreak- 
ers”; former Assistant Commerce 
Secretary Lothair Teetor, in front 
of whose Indiana plant a few 
weeks ago men were “shot down 
on the picket line.” 

“The national chairman of the 
‘Salute to Eisenhower’ dinner 
(Frederick Crawford) is so biased 
that just the other day he compared 
the rise of trade unions in the 
United States to the rise of the 
Nazi party in Germany,” Harriman 
charged. 

The New York governor recom: 
mended an all-out drive to expand 
the economy, attack poverty and 
advance social welfare. 


Cites Work 


See. Mitchell Hails ‘Ike’, 


New York.—Labor Secretary James P. Mitchell closed his speech 
to the AFL-CIO convention with a fervent defense of President 
Eisenhower’s foreign policy, which he had just heard vigorously 


for Peace 


>> 


attacked by Gov. Harriman of New 
York. 

Departing from his text, Mitchell 
paid tribute to the President’s efforts 
to “prevent war,” and, obviously 
moved by deep emotion, he said: 

“Ladies and gentlemen, because 
of what I have heard in this hall 
this morning, I couldn’t leave this 
platform without indicating my 
feelings. 

‘Don’t Hamper Ike’ 

“I have the honor and privilege 
of working under the direction of a 
man who commanded your sons 
and your brothers and your hus- 
bands in the greatest war. ... 
There is no other man in the world 


i}who has as intense a desire for 


peace, because he knows the hor- 
rors of war. 
“Please, please, let us not deter 
him, hamper him in his intense, 
‘continual quest for peace.” 
Mitchell in his prepared address 
warmly welcomed the AFL-CIO 
merger and predicted “it will be a 
great force for good in the land.” 
The leaders who worked out the 
merger agreement, Mitchell pointed 
out, are the ones “characterized in 
Communist propaganda as tools of 
Wall Street,” yet they are the same 
ones who “have used free and un- 


coerced negotiations to immeas- 


urably advance the interests of 
workers.” 

“The forces which today stand 
athwart the advance of communism 
and barbarism in the world have 
had a victory,” the Secretary de 
clared. 


Welcomes Developments 


He said one of the “virtues of 
unity” should be to “isolate and de- 
stroy the leadership of so-called 
unions which prey upon their mem- 
bers, employers or the community,” 
existing for “either the financial 
gain of unscrupulous men or the 
unscrupulous ends of subversion.” 

The increased strength of unions, 
Mitchell predicted, will “bring the 
benefits of unionism to more and 
more of our working people” and 
“make clearer the voice of labor in 
public affairs.” 

For the Administration, Mitchell 
claimed a “philosophy” that had 
produced a higher minimum wage, 
expanded unemployment compet- 
sation, improved workmen’s com: 
pensation, broader Social Security, 
Opposition to “heedless” enactment 
of state “right-to-work” laws, sup 
port of the International Labor Or- 
ganization and opposition to “dis- 
crimination based on color, creed 


or race.” 
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R CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 


New York.—The AFL-CIO con-' 
vention was a gay, colorful and 
exciting affair for delegates and 
guests alike. 

As usual, the lobbies of head- 
quarters hotels like the New Yorker 
and the Statler were jammed by the 
active, moving in and out, and the 
inactive, the aspirants for the long- 
distance lobby-standing champion- 


ip. 

Old friendships were renewed 
and new ones established. Their 
victories and defeats of the past 
were lived again, the younger men 
and women sat—figuratively—at 
the feet of their elders in the labor 
movement and absorbed its lore. 

The 7ist Regiment Armory, 
bright with flags and bunting, 
bathed in the almost constant glare 
of movie and television lights, at 
times seemed to be alive with 
photographers performing acro- 
batics in quest of their pictures. 
Alternate rows of gold and silver 
lights hung in long festoons from 
the rafters. , 

It was a great convention—a 
worthy precedent for its successors 
to follow. . 

x * 


A lot of distinguished people 
were introduced to the delegates 
by President George Meany, but 
none received more interest than 
Roscoe C. Wright, a member of 
the National Association of Let- 
ter Carriers. 

Wright is a contestant on the 
$64,000 Question radio and tele- 
vision program. At the time of 
the convention he had reached 
the $8,000 level in his chosen 
field—poetry. 

kkk 

Rings symbolizing the “mar- 
riage” of AFL and CIO were pre- 
sented to President George Meany 
and Vice President Walter P. 
Reuther by Delegate Tom Murphy 
on behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the New York City Brick- 
layers Union. 

Each ring is made of two clasped 
hands, patterned after those on the 
AFL-CIO seal. They come apart, 
and one is inscribed “NYEC,” the 
other “AFL-CIO.” 

kk * 

Souvenirs of the 7ist Regi- 
ment’s long and distinguished 
service to the country, displayed 
in the convention hall, proved a 
major attraction for delegates— 
especially those who had school- 
age children with them. 

The relics antedate the Civil 
War. High points for many 
were the regiment’s torn rallying 
flag at the Battle of Bull Run, 
and -German General Von Rib- 
bentrop’s elegant uniforms, cap- , 
tured in Austria during World 
War IL. 

xk kk 

An expression of “grateful ap- 
preciation” from reporters for the 
aid of the AFL-CIO press and pub- 
licity staffs in covering “the biggest 
news story in labor history” was 
tead to the delegates by A. H. Ras- 
kin of the New York Times. 

“If I had realized that President 
Meany was going to give me the 
microphone,” he quipped, “I would 
have written this statement in the 
form of a New York Times story 
of 217,000 words.” 

kk * 

“It's Better With a Union 
Man,” one of the delightful 
songs from that memorable lIg- 
bor-produced musical revue, 
“Pins and Needles,” was sung for 
the delegates prior to the Thurs- 
day afternoon session by Harry 
Clark, a member of the original 
cast now appearing in “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” 

Melvyn Douglas, distinguished 
actor who introduced Clark, re- 
called that the musical presented 
by members of the Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers who left their sew- 
ing machines to score a stage 
success was seen by more than a 


gave the world premiere of “One 

Union,” a new song inspired by 

AFL-CIO merger. It was writ- 

ten by Harold Rome, who wrote 

the “Pins and Needles” music. 
xk k * 

The AFL-CIO merger conven- 
tion drew upwards of 240 news- 
paper and magazine reporters, 
11 television and newsreel crews 
and a horde of still-camera men 
with their familiar chant, “Just 
one more.” 
ae 
For more than a week, beginning 
before the separate AFL and CIO 
conventions, the headlines on the 
merger story grew bigger and 
blacker on page 1. Major news 
day, of course, was December 5, 
when the new organization was ac- 
tually born but coverage remained 
intense. The Times alone had four 
by-lined expert labor reporters on 
the job. 

* 


One observer quipped that the 
“3,000 top American industrial- 
ists” meeting at the Waldorf- 
Astoria “would get their best cov- 
erage when George Meany goes 
over to talk turkey to them.” 

kkk 

Newspapermen at the press 
tables made up a penny “pool” on 
the exact moment on December 5 
at which Meany would be officially 
declared president of AFL-CIO. 
One guessed 11:48 a. m., another 
11:52 a. m. They split the pool: 
the exact moment was 11:50. 

The podium was so high, and lit- 
tered with microphones, that speak- 
ers submitting to the still photog- 
raphers had to stand by the side 
and pose twice—once for the 
cameramen on one side, again for 
those on the other side. 

xk kk 


The convention inspired a song, 


Glazer, education director of the 
Rubber Workers. He collaborated 
with Harry Fleishman, director of 
the National Labor Service of the 
Jewish Labor Committee, and Hy- 
man H. Bookbinder in writing new 
words to the old hymn, “There is 
Power In Thé Blood.” The chorus 
goes like this: 


All together, all together, we are 
Stronger every way, AFL-CIO. 
We will build together, work to- 


gether for 
A better day, AFL and CIO. 
kk 


As the delegates left the opening 
of the convention, they were re- 
minded again of their purpose and 
mission. Broadcasting over a 
microphone from a parked trailer 
nearby, the voice of a union organ- 
izer asked them to help in the ‘or- 
ganization of New York’s taxi 
drivers and to call attention of the 
drivers of cabs in which they rode 
of the strength and importance of 
belonging to the new and great 
AFL-CIO. 

x *k 
An enthusiastic reception was 
given the youngest granddaugh- 
ter of the late AFL President 
Samuel Gompers when she was 
introduced to the convention. 


kkk 
The working press, after wading 
through a long batch of resolutions 
came up with one of their own ad- 
dressed to AFL-CIO President 
Meany. It said: 

The merger of the AFL and 
CIO was the biggest news story 
in labor history. We, the mem- 
bers of the working press, wish 
to express ».ur grateful apprecia- 
tion to the AFL-CIO press and 
publicity staffs for their tireless 
efforts to assist us in getting that 
story to the public promptly, ac- 


introduced to the delegates by Joe 


curately and fully. 


Lax Cut, Exemption Boost, 
Slash in Excises Is Urged 


convention went strongly on rec- 
ord for an increase in individual 

income tax exemptions, a cut in 
the tax rate on the first $2,000 of 
income and a reduction in excise 
levies. 

In a resolution adopted by the 
convention the merged labor or- 
ganization emphasized its oppo- 
sition to a retail sales tax “or any 


Help Urged 
For Migrants 


New York.—Action is long over- 
due, the AFL-CIO Convention de- 
clared, “to stamp out the poverty 
and ignorance, crime and disease, 
and international discord that are 
being bred in our fields of plenty.” 

The “continued national neg- 
lect” of migrant farm workers and 
foreign contract labor was sharply 
scored in a_ resolution adopted 
without dissent. Regulation of 
labor contractors, health and edu- 
cational safeguards for the children 
of migrants was urged. 

The convention favored the re- 
peal of the “go it alone” amend- 
ment to the Mexican Contract 
Labor Law which the Administra- 
tion rammed through the 83rd 
Congress. 

An increase in the Labor Dept. 
appropriation was recommended to 
provide a full-time compliance offi- 
cer to enforce standards of work 
conditions for every 2000 Mexican 
workers brought to this country. 

Congress and the state legisla- 
tures should act, the resolution con- 
cluded, to bring domestic farm 
workers within the scope of labor 
and social legislation governing 


million people. Jack Cassidy 


other workers. 


New York.—The AFL-CIO © 


other type of general or specific 
tax on consumption” including 
the manufacturers’ excise tax. 


It recorded also its strong op- 
position to any constitutional 
amendment designed to place a 
limitation on the federal gov- 
ernment’s right to tax individuals 
and corporations. 


The resolution pledged the 
AFL-CIO to fight vigorously “to 
reverse the trends toward regres- 
sion in our tax structure.” It 
urged continuation of the pres- 
ent corporate income tax rate of 
52 per cent, plugging numerous 
loopholes in the tax laws, repeal 
of the tax relief granted to divi- 
dend income and stricter enforce- 
ment of the tax laws. 

_ The resolution urged all affili- 
ates to intensify their efforts to 
secure a more just and equitable 
tax system in the states and cities 
to alleviate the increasing burden 
of local taxes on workers. 


Urge Statehood 
For Alaska, Hawaii 


New York. —Statehood for 
Alaska and Hawaii was advocated 
by the AFL-CIO convention “with- 
out further delay.” 

The convention approved also a 
resolution favoring home rule for 
the District of Columbia and na- 
tional suffrage “as an act of simple 
justice to the citizens of the nation’s 
capital.” 

The resolution chided elements in 
both political parties for playing 
politics with these important issues. 
The 1952 platforms of both parties, 
it was recalled, recommended im- 
madiate favorable action on these 
measures. 


sary to prosperity. 


Labor Warns Against 
GOP Money Policies 


New York.—The AFL-CIO voiced serious doubts over the Eisen- 
hower Administration’s ability to maintain economic growth neces- 


a resolution warning that unless 
the Administration exercises ex- 
treme caution and timing in its use 
of monetary policies it could “pre- 
cipitate” an economic decline. 

The Administration, the resolu- 
tion declared, “seems more inter- 
ested in tilting with the windmill 


Labor Urges 
2 Million © 
Homes a Year 


New York.—A veritable flood of 
new housing to meet the ever in- 
creasing demand for adequate 
homes by growing millions of 
Americans and to block the growth 
of slums was demanded by the 
AFL-CIO convention. ; 
“Our nation has been unable to 
produce enough housing to meet 
the pressing needs of millions of 
families,” the resolution said. 
Programs Failed 
“Most low income families and 
many middle income families are 
forced to live in overcrowded, di- 
lapidated slums located in blighted 
neighborhoods. Housing condi- 
tions of Negro and other minority 
families, who have been virtually 
barred from the market for new 
housing, are especially bad. 

“The housing industry and 
governmental housing programs 
have failed to meet this chal- 
lenging situation. . . . Unless the 
rate of housing construction is 
raised to at least two million 
units a year, millions of families 
will continue to be denied the 
opportunity to obtain decent 
homes.” 

A major portion of the new 
homes constructed under this pro- 
gram, the resolution said, should 
be marketed within the reach of 
families with incomes below $5,000 
a year. At least 200,000 low-rent 
public housing units should be con- 
structed annually, it added, to meet 
the needs of the lowest income 
groups. 

In addition, it said, special fi- 
nancing and credit aids should be 
created to help workers buy homes, 
including establishment of a fed- 
eral national mortgage corporation, 
while cooperative housing “should 
be especially encouraged.” 

Ask Cabinet Post 

Also, liberal aids were proposed 
for builders to provide moderate 
priced rental housing, “much 
needed in virtually every city.” 
The federal government also was 
urged to set up a moderate cost 
insurance program to protect pur- 
chasers against foreclosures because 
of illness, loss of job or other 
temporary emergencies. 

Similar aids for farm housing 
were suggested, along with a 
special program of 50,000 new 
units of public housing annually, 
built especially for the elderly. 
An expanded urban redevelop- 
ment program was asked to pre- 
vent the further spread of 
‘blighted areas. 


Protection of the prevailing la- 
bor standards of building trades 
workers on all federally assisted 
housing programs, including pay- 
ment of the prevailing wage, was 
demanded. 

The resolution supported pro- 
posals to add a Secretary of Hous- 
ing and Urban Affairs to the Presi- 
dent’s cabinet, 
“outstanding efforts” of the Na- 
tional Housing Conference merit 


‘The merged organization adopted? 


and declared the] 


of inflation by increasing interest 
rates than it is in creating the en- 
vironment necessary for economic 
expansion.” 

To main ain economic growth 
and sustain full employment in 
the years ahead, the convention 
called for a nine-point program 
involving both private and gov- 
ernment action and covering col- 
lective bargaining, taxes, de- 
pressed areas, social insurance, 
housing, farm and small busi- 
ness. 

The resolution called also for a 
stepped up federal grant-in-aid pro- 
gram for schools, hospitals, roads 
and maintenance generally of a 
public works program to keep the 
economy strong. 

Reviewing the economic develop- 
ments of the past 12 months, the 
resolution declared “organized la- 
bor is proud of the American econ- 
omy and the role which unions have 
played in helping it achieve its 
present high level of production.” 
Continued pressure for wage in- 
creases and other benefits has “‘con- 
tributed to the rapid expansion of 
workers’ ability to buy the products 
of their labor.” 


Gains Are Uneven 

The resolution pointed out that 
the gains of the 1955 recovery have 
not been distributed evenly among 
all groups, with farm income off 10 
per cent and workers’ compensation 
increasing 6 per cent against a rise 
in corporate profits of 28 per cent 
and a dividend rise of 8 per cent. 
To keep the economy on a full 
employment, full production basis, 
the resolution called for the follow- 
ing programs: 

1—Encouragement of free col- 
lective bargaining at the national, 
state and local level and wherever 
feasible negotiation of guaranteed 
employment plans to eliminate 
unnecessary fluctuations in em- 
ployment. 

2—Revision of federal tax pol- 
icy to strengthen consumer pur- 
chasing power and plug loop- 
holes. 

3—Extension of the federal 
minimum wage law to millions of 
low-paid workers now exempted 
and a hike in the minimum wage 
to $1.25 an hour. 

4—Special assistance to de- 
pressed areas with provisions to 
bar plant pirating. 

5—Modernization of the un- 
employment compensation sys- 
tem. ‘ 

6—Improvements in the social 
security act and a national health 
insurance program. 

7—A national housing goal of 
two million units a year, reduc- 
tion of interest rates on home 
loans and stimulation of middle 
income housing. 

8—Strengthening of price sup- 
ports, conservation and low-cost 
credit to block the continuing de- 
cline of farm income 

9—Low interest loans to en- 
courage business and farm in- 
vestment, Ser for small 
businesses. 


Other Resolutions 
Sent to Council 


New York.—Resolutions sub- 
mitted to the separate conventions 
of the AFL and the CIO, covering 
a wide range of subjects, were sent 
to the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
for action by the merger cénven- 
tion. 

Subjects covered included re- 
sources development, the Crusade 
for Freedom, the National Religion 
and Labor Foundation, organiza- 


its continued support by the AFL- 


CIO and its affiliates. 


tion of federal elapfayes4eRtwom- 
en’s auxiliaries. ar THE 


way. 
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Overhaul Seen Needed 


? ® “8 
For Social Security 
- New York.—The nation’s social insurance laws need intensive 


overhauling and basic improvements to meet the current needs of 
workers, the AFL-CIO convention declared. | 


In a series of resolutions cover- 


ing developments in the social in- 
surance field, the convention pin- 
pointed the areas where changes 
are long overdue and the areas 
where improvement is needed to 
meet changing conditions. 


Call for Expansion 

‘On old age and survivors in- 
surance the convention called for 
“comprehensive expansion and im- 
provement” of the existing law to 
provide benefits “as a matter of 
right to the aged, the permanently 
and totally disabled, and those suf- 
fering from temporary illness or 
accident.” 

It specifically urged .an in- 
crease in wage base to keep pace 
with rising wage levels, the in- 
_clusion of “tips” as wages in 
computing payments, the use of 
OASI funds to aid in vocational 
rehabilitation of the disabled and 
continuation of Federal grants 
for public assistance with re- 
moval of harsh requirements 
with regard to eligibility and 
residence. 

On unemployment insurance the 
convention reviewed the actions on 
the state level in the past year and 
declared “benefits are still too low, 
maximums put a restrictive ceiling 
on the amounts that can be re- 
ceived, duration is far too short 
and harsh disqualificaton and eli- 
gibility provisions deprive many 
thousands of workers of all in- 
surance benefits.” 


Adopt Resolution 
To correct the situation the con- 
vention adopted a resolution call- 
ing for a single federal employ- 
ment security system with adequate 
benefits for all workers and a 
sound system of financing. 


Pending such a system the con- 
vention declared support for fed- 


eral minimum standards and a con-} 
tinued union push in the states for 


improved laws. 


On workmen's compensation 
the convention called on state 
legislatures to eliminate dollar 
and duration limits on medical 
care, allow workers a free choice 
of physicians, greater emphasis 
on rehabilitation and elimination 
of excessive overhead charges 
arising out of insurance of com- 
pensation risks. 


The resolution noted that work- 
men’s compensation laws, “the first 


social insurance laws,” are headed | 


for almost certain collapse unless 
the 1910 models of the compensa- 
tion laws are improved to meet to- 
day’s needs. 


—— ee 


ICFTU Opens 
3-Day Meeting 


} 


| 
} 


New York.—The Executive} 
Board of the International Confed- | 


eration of Free Trade Unions, on 
invitation of the Joint AFL-CIO 
Unity Committee, opens a three- 
day meeting in the Commodore 
Hotel here, December 12. 

Nearly 50 members and .alter- 
nate members of the board, repre- 
senting free workers in all parts of 
the world, will attend the meet- 
ings after having been guests of 
the AFL-CIO at the merger con- 
vention. 

AFL-CIO members of the board 
are President George Meany and 
Vice President Walter P. Reuther. 
Also members are President Claude 
Jodoin of the Canadian Trades & 
Labor Congress and Secretary- 
Treasurer Donald MacDonald of 
Canadian Congress of Labor, whose 
organizations are scheduled to 
merge in May. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Mrs. Roosevelt 
Hails Labor’s 
Role in Nation 


New York.—Introduced by 
President George Meany as “first 
lady of the entire world,” Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt told the 
AFL-CIO convention that it is the 
“growing strength of labor which 
has given us strength as a nation.” 

The change has come so gradual- 
ly that “often it is not noticed,” 
Mrs. Roosevelt told the delegates. 

“I have lived a very long time,” 
she said, and “sometimes now I 
think that most of you have for- 
gotten what it was like to be a 
labor leader in the early days, how 
much heroism” went into it. 

Today there is a smaller group 
“at the top” of the economic scale, 
isolated and deprived of “kinship 
with the great mass of the people,” 
and a “much smaller group of peo- 
ple who cannot say they have the 
decencies of life,” she said. 

Labor Responsibilities 

What has greatly increased, said 
the widow of the late President 
Roosevelt, is the great middle seg- 
ment of people “who have a decent 
home, a chance to eat enough, to 
clothe and educate their chitdren.” 

This has come about because of 
the “rising strength of labor,” Mrs. 
Roosevelt declared, and it is be- 
cause of greater strength that 
American labor now has greater 
responsibilities. - 

“You have to be better educated 
than ever before. You have to 
recognize economic problems as a 
whole. You have to understand 
the relationships between the prob- 
lems of our own country and the} 
problems of the world.” 


Outstanding Speech 


“You must learn 


in primary 


school to think about people as | 
people,” she declared, “not to as- | 


sume that because my skin is white} unions that have membership in /make our country a better place in | efforts of every organization in the 


and your skin is yellow or black 
you are not feeling as I feel or not 
capable of development as I am 
capable.” 

“You have started a great change 
which will bring about a better life 
and greater hope to all the peoples 
of the world. God bless you.” 


Said President Meany, “I am| 


when I say this was the outstanding 
address of our convention.” 


Govt. Workers 
Aim to Better 


JobStandards 


New York.—A detailed program 
for raising the wages, hours and 


| conditions of Federal employes to 


the levels of private industry was 
endorsed by the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion at the request of delegates 
from Federal worker organizations. 

It covered a wide range of needs 
which exist, the resolution pointed 
out, despite gains achieved through 
the vigorous efforts of the unions 
in the field and “the wholehearted 
support and cooperation of the 
American labor movement.” 

William C. Doherty, president 
of the National Association of Let- 
ter Carriers, pointed out that the 
resolution by inadvertance over- 
looked Federal workers unions’ 
opposition to the present provisions 
of the Hatch Act and asked the 
convention to go on record as op- 
posed to the present provisions of 
the act. 


Repeal Sought 
Of Anti-Union 
State Laws 


New York.—The AFL-CIO con- 
vention called for repeal of so-called 
“right-to-work” laws in 18 states 
and Sec. 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley 
Act that authorizes such state 
statutes. 

The purpose of the state laws, 
the convention declared, is “one 
simple thing: the destruction of 
unions and the blocking of union 
organization” so that a local em- 
ployer has “unfettered discretion to 
hire and fire and pay his workers 
less for good work than organized 
workers are getting in other states.” 


Permitted by T-H 


Such laws are passed, the resolu- 
tion said, as a result of Taft-Hartley 
permission and the antilabor at- 
mosphere engendered by Taft-Hart- 
ley, plus unscrupulous lobbyists’ 
campaigns accompanied by the 
most hypocritical propaganda and 
sordid pressures. 

“They guarantee work to no one 
and in fact weaken the job secu- 
rity of workers,” the resolution de- 
clared. Their common characteris- 
tic is the outlawry of union security 
provisions, often accompanied by 
other restrictions such as limitations 
on picketing, strikes and the dues 
check-off. 

President Charles J. MacGowan 
of the Boiler Makers, speaking in 
favor of the resolution, told the 
convention that Republican Goy. 
Fred Hall of Kansas had “practi- 
cally committed political suicide” 
by vetoing the “right-to-work” bill 
passed by reactionary GOP majori- 
ties in the state legislature this year. 


Commends Hall 
The resolution commended Hall, 
for his veto, and MacGowan said, | 
“He needs a lot of help. I think| 
the labor movement holds a great} 
obligation to see to it that he is! 
renominated in the Republican pri- 
maries of Kansas next August.” 
Secretary-Treasurer I. C. Welsted | 


Farm-Labor Aims Linked.} | 
Ike’s Program Called Flop 


New York.—The Eisenhower 
Administration was bitterly assailed 
by the AFL-CIO convention for 
trying to pin its farm program flop 
on organized workers. 

The effort of the Secretary of 
Agriculture and other Administra- 
tion spokesmen to convince the 
farmer that his plight is due to 
rising production costs caused by 
unions was denounced as a “trans- 
parent alibi for the failure of their 
own ‘agricultural policies.” 

The resolution recalled the tradi- 
tional friendship of organized labor 
for the farmer—farm hand, tenant 
or individual owner—and _ recog- 
nized that “the needs and aspira- 
tions of farm families differ little 
from. our own.” 

The higher farm costs which, 
with lower prices, have deprived 
U. S. farmers some $4.5 billion in 
annual income since 1952 it attrib- 
uted to the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion’s hard money policy and to 
manufacturers’ price hikes “out of 
all proportion to any increase in 
labor costs.” 


Unionists’ Welfare 


“A soundly conceived program 
to raise the income of America’s 
farm families is basic to the wel- 
fare of trade unionists,” the resolu- 
tion said. 

“Similarly, our effort to raise city 
worker standards, through collec- 
tive bargaining and legislative ac- 
tion, ultimately helps to increase 
the consumption of food and fibre 
and thereby underpins and enlarges 
the market of American agricul- 
ture. 

“Labor eagerly desires and will 


vigorously support corrective meas. 
ures to restore and raise agricul. 
tural income. 

“Surely this great nation must 
assure its farmers, who have fed us 
through war and depression and 
flood and drought, a full partner. 
ship in the unlimited promise of 
the United States. 

“The AFL-CIO and its affiliated 
organizations shall dedicate them. 
selves to building an unshakable 
bond of mutual understanding and 
cooperative action between farmers 
and workers, thereby to advance 
their common welfare and the well. 
being of the entire nation.” » 

Surplus Food Program 

In a companion resolution, the 
convention called for expansion of 
the surplus food distribution pro. 
gram without the restrictions im. 
posed by the Department of Agri- 
culture. 

All affiliated unions, councils and 
central bodies were urged actively 
to participate in extending the pro- 
gram to “all people in need.” 

“We recognize the surplus food 
program only as a temporary and 
stopgap measure,” the resolution 
said. 

“We point out that unless other 
steps are taken to remove the eco- 
nomic shortcomings which bring 
about the present need of these low 
income families through such meas 
ures as a higher minimum wage, aa 
expanding economy to provide jobs 
for those now unemployed, and a 
sound social security program, that 
the problem will be forever with 
us.” 


Urge Congress 
Take Action on 


° e e 
Ship Crisis 
New York.—A_ comprehensive 
program to build up the nation’s 
merchant marine and help pull the 


Legion Head 
e | 
Praises Labor | 


Fight on Reds 


New York. —The Communist 
failure to capture the American la- 


lof the Virginia State Federation of} bor movement is striking proof of 
Labor denounced the “political| the soundness and moral strength 
| | ‘ . . 

| prostitutes” who have burdened his Of U. S. labor unions, National 


“wave the flag in one hand and cut Of the American Legion told the | 


state with antilabor laws and who|Commander J. Addington Wagner } 


shipbuilding industry out of | its 


| “current crisis” was adopted by the 


AFL-CIO Convention. 
The shipbuilding crisis was un- 


| pointed out. 

| Attack T-H Section 
i <4 

The year T-H was passed, in} , : : lwithin the United States” 

sure I express the opinion of all! 1947, 13 states adopted mislabeled | tabor. I believe that this failure Cc —- 


| “right-to-work” laws. 


| democracy from ear to ear with the | 
| other.” He said Virginia workers | 
'need the help of the international | 


| that state in getting voters regis- 
| tered and qualified. 

Only one state, Florida, had a} 
| prohibition on the union shop be-| 
\fore Taft-Hartley, the resolution | 


| 


By 1949 a! 
repeal move began and two states | 
rescinded the statutes, but in 1952 a| 
new rash of antiunion laws began, 
and 18 states now have such} 
statutes. 

The convention explicitly at-| 
tacked Sec. 14(b) of Taft-Hartley as | 
“vicious” in its provision that state | 
| laws more restrictive of union secu- | 
rity are given precedence, whereas | 
state laws less restrictive are super- | 


seded by Taft-Hartley. i 


Child Health Service 


Expansion Favored 


New York.—The AFL-CIO con- 
vention urged expansion of pro- 
grams providing maternal and 
child health service and support of 
education and research on chil- 
drens’ problems to strengthen and 
safeguard—family life. 

The problems of juvenile delin- 
quency can be better met, the con- 
vention resolution said, “by ex- 
panded programs to improve pro- 
cedures for spotting and aiding 
maladjusted children and to handle 
constructively those who get into 


trouble with the law.” 


| derscored by James A. Brownlow, 
| president of the AFL-CIO Metal 

Wagner wished the merged or-| Trades Dept., who told the dele- 
ganization well in its “efforts to} gates “it will take the combined 


AFL-CIO convention. 


which to live” and praised labor| American trade union movement 
for its aid and support on veterans | to prevail upon Congress to look 
legisaiion. |into the conditions responsible for 
|the death of this industry.” 


Commie Failures’ _ ths 
He added that the Legion is| Brownlow pointed out that for 


heartened by the knowledge that | the third nae in the past 35 be 
“the Communists have failed utterly | — have reached the pase whee 
in their efforts to capture American | ere 3S practically no — 
isame thing happened after World 
| Wars I and II and after the Korean 
| War, he said. 


the strongest assurance we have of 
the ability of the American people 


to persist Communist infiltration. - oe : 
P The shipbuilding resolution 


“We are all aware of the tremen-| catjed for a long-range ship replace- 
dous efforts which have been made | ment program by private shipping 
by communism during the past 25 | companies based on restoration of 
years to take over the American } the revolving fund of the U. $ 
labor movement. Had they suc-| yy . 
ceeded they would have been well | 
on the way to complete victory in| 


aritime Administration. 
The resolution on the merchant 
: ; imarine called for a drive against 
our country, and indeed, in all the! anti-union legislation, the mainte- 
world. _ : _ |nance of the cargo preference or 
“But they failed. And in their | 59.50" law, sufficient appropria- 
failure is the greatest proof of the) tions to maintain marine hospitals 
soundness and the moral strength | and Federal legislation to recognize 
of American working men and’ the hiring hall as the “proper me- 
women, and of labor unions in the dium for employment. 


Tae | ar i Son 
‘Pay TV Plan Opposed 


Urges Frankness 

Lashing out at the failure at| As Injuring Public 
Geneva, Wagner warned that it has} New York.—Licensing of pay 
resulted in new difficulties, increas- | television by the Federal Commu- 
ing the problem of getting the | nications Commission was opposed 
people to brace “against the hard, by the AFL-CIO convention as “an 
facts of cold war.” | infringement on the property right 

The Legion, he continued, wants | now enjoyed by the general public 
the government to recognize the} on a no fee basis.” 
facts that “we cannot hope to win| “Such a plan,” said a resolution, 
the cold war by negotiating with | “would be an intrusion into and 4 
communism,” and that a policy of; violation of the privacy of the 
“greater frankness” is required in| home, and would curtail greatly the 
keeping the American people in-, free use of a medium which has be- 
formed. | come a part of the home.” 
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New York.—With 20 months of 
strike behind them, the Kohler 
Chorus thrilled the AFL-CIO Con- 
vention into a new mobilization 
against “America’s most anti-union 
company.” 

Directed by Elmer Oskey, him- 
self a discharged Kohler worker 
and officer of Auto Workers Local 
833, the chorus rallied support as 
their voices rose in the traditional 
“We Shall Not Be Moved.” 

The UAW has been on strike 
for nearly two years against the 
Kohler Co. of. Sheboygan, Wis., 
manufacturers of plumbing fix- 
tures and engines. 


Rain of Cash : 

The effectiveness of the nattily- 
clad choristers was reflected in the 
rain of cash that tumbled into the 
wastebaskets they held before the 
delegates leaving the 71st Regiment 
Armory for the noon recess. 

President George Meany sug- 
gested the contribution in a plea 
for renewed assistance for the 
Kohler strikers. 

The chorus was organized from 


“WE SHALL NOT BE MOVED” 
Chorus which thrilled the convention into a new mobilization 
against “America’s most antiunion company.” The Chorus is made 


up of workers on strike against the 


for nearly two years and members of their families. 
clad chorus must have made a big hit at the convention judging by 


among the 3,000 strikers, mem- 
bers of their families as well as 
members of other unions in and 
around Sheboygan. They were in- 
troduced to the convention by 
UAW Secretary-Treasurer Emil 
Mazey who recalled another strike 
against Kohler more than 20 years 
ago which was broken after a say- 
age attack against the picket line 
that cost two lives and more than 
30 injured. 
Trying to Catch Up 

“This company has refused to 
grant the union the basic, elemen- 
tary rights that have been won by 
millions of workers all over the 
country,” Mazey said. 

“Our union has not attempted 
to pioneer during this strike—we 
are merely trying to catch up with 
the conditions. that workers have 
achieved in other plants through 
labor organization.” 

“This has been a long struggle, 
one that I am sure we are going 
to win because we have had the 
support of the American Federation 
of Labor and the CIO,” Mazey pre- 
dicted. 


Citizenship Awards 


Go to Labor Leaders 


New York.—The Flag Founda- 
tion of America presented citizen- 
ship awards at the AFL-CIO con- 
vention to President George 
Meany, Secretary-Treasurer Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler and President 
Walter P. Reuther of the Industrial 
Union Department for “outstand- 
ing leadership in the cause of good 


is the theme song of the Kohler 


Kohler Co. of Sheboygan, Wis., 
The nattily- 


the rain of cash that was dumped into wastebaskets they held before 


the delegates leaving the armory for their noon recess. 


Secretary-Treasurer Emil Mazey, 


UAW 
in introducing the choristers to 


the delegates, said: “This company has refused to grant the union 


the basic, elementary rights that 
workers all over the country.” 


have been won by millions of 


citizenship.” 


Civil Defense 
Called Plan 
Of Survival 


New York.—Civil defense pro- 
grams are “nationwide survival pro- 
grams,” the AFL-CIO convention 
declared. ; 

They must be based on the con- 
cept of “equal partnership and 
equal responsibility for all who 
share equal danger,” the conven- 
tion said in a civil defense resolu- 
tion. 

Organized labor’s support of civil 
defense measures were reiterated in 
the resolution which declared that 


defense of the civilian population is | 


as much a federal government re- 
sponsibility as military defense. 

“Organized workers who work in 
plants and live in critical target 
areas cannot be regulated on the 
basis of state, county or city lines. 
Leadership in developing civil de- 
fense programs for such areas,” the 
resolution continued, “must of ne- 
cessity come from plans developed 
by the federal government authori- 
ties based on a knowledge of an 
enemy’s ability to penetrate into 
such areas.” 

The resolution urged Congress to 
appropriate sufficient funds for civil 
defense purposes. 


Clergy Voice Approval 
Of Unity; Laud Leaders 


AFL-CIO merger convention ad-| 
dresses. 

They were Rev. Raymond A. 
McGowan, retired director of the 
Social Action Department of the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence; Dr. Israel Goldstein, rabbi of 
New York’s Congregation B'nai 
Jeshurun and president of the 
American Jewish Congress, and 
Dr. Eugene C. Blake, president of 
the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. 


Unbound Praise 

Father McGowan, who is known | 
to union leaders and members in all | 
parts of the country, gave a long 
list of reasons why he liked the 
American labor movement. 

“When I finished preparing this 
talk,” he concluded, “I thought to 
myself: Some of my friends will 
say to me that I have praised the 
American labor movement—well, 
not too much, they will say, but 
praised without qualification. 

“I think that is a fair criticism. 
But who in the world is going to 
criticize a bride and a groom at 
their wedding when both of them 
are such fine people?” 


Father McGowan pointed out 


cials in New York. 


CONVENTION CAKE made by Jack DeLeeuw, Cake Bakers 
51, New York, gets an admiring eye from two Bakery Union offi- 


SRE 02) 


Local 


that “this merger has not come 
about by artifice,” but “grew into 
life.” 

“Your common sense and good 
will in growing toward and finally 
attaining merger has something bas- 
ic to work on,” he said. “In the 
act of working together, you found 
that you think alike and act alike. 
| Thinking alike and acting alike is 
| the groundwork of merger. 

“Far more important, though, is 
the fact.that, in the main, you think 
| right and act right. It is this which 
| has made the American labor move- 
ment the ablest and best of any 
country in the world. It makes 
this convention the happy event, 
the historic, the great event it is.” 


Paradox of History 


Dr. Goldstein, president of the 
American Jewish Congress, rabbi 
of New York’s Congregation B’nai 
Jeshurun and honorary vice chair- 
man of the Liberal Party, expressed 
confidence that “religious leader- 
ship in America welcomes this 
merger of the two labor giants.” 


New York.—Clergymen of all® i 5 
faiths voiced warm approval of the| Of American democracy is as much 


an axiom,” he said, “as to say that 
the welfare of our nation depends 
on the welfare of the majority of 
its people. It is the same axiom 
put in other words. 


“Yet it is the ironical paradox 
of history that the simple ele- 
mentary truths have had the 
hardest time and have evoked 
the most violent resistance. A 
united labor movement will have 
a better chance to impact a few 
simple truths than a divided la- 
bor movement. This, too, is an 
axiom, and it has not had an 
easy time becoming recognized 
and accepted in the labor move- 
ment itself. 


“Now that it has been learned, 
may it never be unlearned.” 
Seventy-five Protestant clergy- 
men were guests of the convention 
when Dr. Blake hailed the merger 
as a step in strengthening basic 
American freedoms. 
“There have been those who 
have looked with apprehension,” 
he said, “at the increased strength 
of labor with such a large and 
unified organization as you now 
have at your service® 
“T am not one of them. 
“American freedom has de- 
manded the strengthening of a la- 
bor movement and the climax of 
its development is marked in this 
merger convention.” 
Dr. Blake compared the merger 
to formation of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches by 12 (now 13) 
interdenominational agencies some 
five years ago. It now represents 
30 denominations, whose “interest 
and concern” in the labor move- 
ment he pledged to the delegates. 
“In the complex pattern of 
American life,” he said, “our 
strength and unity will be preserved 
only as we recognize our duty to 
God and to our neighbors. 
“Our freedom will be preserved 
only as we work with all men of 
integrity and good will, whose in- 
terests and convictions on many 
matters differ, but whose loyalty to 
God transcends the boundaries of 
the nation and whose loyalty to the 
nation transcends the boundaries of 


Meat Cutters, 

Packers Plan 

Merger in °56 | 
New York.—Spurred by the 
AFL-CIO Convention’s harmony, 
the Meat Cutters and Packinghouse 
Workers announced they had 
reached an accord that will lead to 
a merger of the two unions and 
creation of a single organization 
with a membership of about 490,- 
000. 
Formation of the new union may 
take place in March if present con- 
vention plans by both unions can 
be altered. The announcement 
that the two would merge, the first 
since the two federations completed 
their own merger agreement, is ex- 
pected to be followed by similar ac- 
tion in other jurisdictions. 
AFL-CIO President George 
Meany and President Walter P. 
Reuther, of the Industrial Union 
Department, were advised in identi- 
cal telegrams: 
“Unity committees of Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutter and Butcher 
Workmen and United Packinghouse 
Workers of America meeting dur- 
ing this historic convention unify- 
ing the American labor movement 
and stimulated by the spirit of 
unity and dedication to the ad- 


vancement of the interest of the 
working men and women of the 
nation are happy to advise you that 
we have reached an accord which 
we are certain represents the basis 
for an early merger of our respec- 
tive organizations.” 

The telegrams were signed for 
the UPWA by President Ralph 
Helstein and Secretary-Treasurer 
G. R. Hathaway. President Earl 
W. Jimerson and Secretary-Treas- 
urer Patrick E. Gorman signed for 
the Meat Cutters. 

Both unions reported that sub- 
committees will meet next week to 
set in motion the machinery to 
bring about the merger. 

Helstein said his union has ap- 
proximately 175,000 members. 
There are about 350,000 members 
in the Meat Cutters. The two 
unions have 110,000 membership 
in the ranks of the Big Four pack- 
ing companies — Swift, Armour, 
Cudahy and Wilson. About 35,- 
000 of these workers are in Chi- 


“To say that labor is a bulwark 


all special interests. 


cago. 
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Becu Deems Merger 
Vital to World Labor 


New York.—The AFL-CIO merger is “of even greater significance 
to world labor than it is to American labor itself,” according to 
President Omer Becu of the International Confederation of Free 


Trade Unions. 


In giving convention delegates® 


the warm fraternal greetings of 
free labor throughout the world, 
Becu recalled that the AFL and the 
CIO had been staunch members of 
the ICFTU since helping found it 
in 1949. He recalled that “we 
have always looked upon them as 
twin pillars of support.” 

“It therefore gives us in the 
ICFTU the profoundest satisfac- 
tion that these two stout pillars 
have now become one,” he added. 


| Spells Out Reasons 


Becu, a Belgian by birth, also is 
general secretary of the Interna- 
tional Transportworkers Federa- 
tion. He spelled out the reasons 
why he thinks the merger has 
greater international than domestic 
importance. 

Firstly, it shows world labor the 
lesson which has to be learned 
from American labor,” he said. 

“It is a lesson often taught in 
theory, but here is taught by 
practical demonstration: that 
unity is possible on matters on 
which the issue is clear without 
prejudice to matters which are 
still. in dispute; that centraliza- 
tion and concentration can be 
achieved at the top, without sti- 
fling development and _ individ- 
uality at the base. 


“The second reason is, quite 
simply, that labor in other coun- 
tries, that is, in the underdeveloped 
countries, looks to you for support 
and guidance. You can look at 
it in two, maybe three ways: 

“It is a dictate of common hu- 
manity to help the weaker brother. 
The appeal of this kind of view to 
the American mentality is very 
strong. The other is that two hos- 
tile ideologies struggle for posses- 
sion of the brother. If he is to be 
a brother, and not a enemy, we 
may not let him fall victim to the 
false ideology. 

“Another consideration is that 
already American living standards 
are far ahead of those of the rest 
of the world. There is danger in 
a situation in which one country 
builds up ever higher standards, 


while other lag and become, com- 
paratively, more and more under- 
developed. 

“From this point of view also 
it is a matter of common interest 
and self-interest to bring about as 
even as possible a development in 
the world. 

“So, on all accounts, the prac- 
tical and the ethical approaches 
mutually reinforce each other.” 

Internally, Becu said, the sig- 
nificance of the merger to Ameri- 
can workers “cannot be over-esti- 
mated.” 

He professed to see no reason 
why the interplay of economic and 
social forces which have produced 
the American standard of living 
“should not continue to bear fruit 
in the form of constant rise in 
material standards.” 


Label Is Called 
Labor’s Arsenal 


New York.—‘We view the union 
label, the union shop card, and the 
union button as important weapons 
in labor’s arsenal, which must be 
continuously and vigorously pro- 
moted as widely as possible.” 


That’s what the AFL-CIO con- 
vention delegates declared in ap- 
proving a strong resolution on the 
union label. 

The resolution noted that one of 
the chief challenges to organized 
workers’ security “are the millions 
of’ unorganized workers in every 
industry whose low wages endanger 
the union conditions we have fought 
so hard to win.” 

One of the most potent tools 
available to meet this challenge, the 
resolution added, is the union label, 
shop card and button which chan- 
nels labor’s buying power to pro-! 
tect union standards. 

Consumers generally have real- 
ized, the resolution said, that the 
union label means increased pur- 
chasing power, higher quality pro- | 
duction and better business for | 
everyone. 
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‘Understanding’ Is All Labor Expects 
From Industry—Meany Tells NAM 


New York.—AFL-CIO Presi-® 


dent George Meany invited the 
National Association of Manu- 
facturers to narrow the area of 
labor-management differences 
and for his answer was given an 
anti-union diatribe. 

Meany was the NAM’s guest at 
its 60th annual Congress of Indus- 
try in the Waldorf Astoria. His 
subject was “What Labor Expects 
of Industry.” The reply was given 
by NAM Executive Committee 
Chairman Charles R. Sligh, a fur- 
niture maker. 

Sligh’s prepared text, in answer 
to Meany’s off-the-cuff remarks, 
gave little indication that NAM at- 
titudes towards organized labor 
have changed over the last six 
decades. 

A short simple answer, Meany 
said, to what labor expected of 
industry was “understanding.” 
The appalling lack of it from the 
NAM got a preview when its 
new president, Cola G. Parker 
let go with a blast against unions 
and the flat statement that the 
country is “well on the way” to 
communism. 

Meany said labor and manage- 
ment in the U. S. have so much in 
common and so little over which to 
differ that greater understanding 
would lead to better relationships. 
He described the structure of the 
newly merged labor federation, 

which he said embodied 140 unions, 
all separate, with 68,000 local 
unions, also all separate. 

He recalled that the merger of 
the two federations was likened re- 


cently to a “rope of sand,” a ref- 
erence he attributed to Lenin speak- 
ing of the AFL in 1922. Meany 
answered charges that the AFL-CIO 
will have “tremendous power” by 
saying the leaders actually have 
little power. He said he had never 
been on strike himself and had 
never run a strike. 


He turned back “monopoly” 
charges with the reminder that 
less than 25 percent of the U. S. 
working force is organized into 
unions. The AFL, he said, had 
never Called a general strike nor 
would ever sanction any because 
this would be “a rebellion against 
the people, the community and 
our neighbors.” 


The AFL-CIO head noted that 
the AFL was the first group to cry 
a warning against the rise of nazism 
in Germany and early took steps to 
meet the menace of dictatorships. 

“We have a vital interest in our 
free way of life and we feel that 
employers have, too,” Meany saad. 
He flayed the “smiling face” tech- 
nique of the new Soviet diplomacy 
and described the Geneva spirit as 
“the spirit of deceit and trickery” 
by the Communists. 

Workers and unions are more 
important in the Communist scheme 
of things than anything else, Meany 
declared, and recalled that the Reds 
took over Czechoslovakia by cor- 
rupting once-free trade unions. 


capital. Unity, he continued, 
presents no threat to the U. S, 
people, public or management. 

Sligh proposed a “code of con- 
duct” for labor and industry which, 
if ever adopted, would reduce 
unions to debating societies without 
in any way hampering management 
practices. 

Picket lines, union shops, sen- 
iority systems, political activity by 
union members, pattern bargaining 
and the AFL-CIO were lambasted 
in turn by the NAM spokesman. 

There was a brief exchange be- 
tween Meany and Sligh at a press 
conference immediately following 
the session. Sligh had wondered if 
the new AFL-CIO will become a 
“ghost government.” 


Meany told reporters that he 
thought that ghost government 
meant men running things be- 
hind the scenes like “Humphrey, 
Weeks and Wilson” members of 
of the Eisenhower cabinet. 

Sligh’s speech was preceded by 
Parker’s acceptance speech in 
which he saw government controls 
nudging the U. S. to “the achieve- 
ment of a communist state as blue- 
printed by Karl Marx.” 

Queried by reporters, Parker, a 
Neenah, Wis., retired paper mill 
executive, saw “implications of 
very great dangers for the Amer- 
ican people” in the new labor 
merger. He chided Meany and 
AFL-CIO Vice President Walter P. 
Reuther for making no mention of 
“responsibility” in speeches to the 
convention. 

The new NAM president was an 


He stated his personal belief 
in the profit system, free enter- 
prise, management’s right to 
manage and a return on invested 


Eisenhower administration ap- 


to spell out once more their faith 


will succeed in shaping a better nation. 

Meany noted that despite all the lengthy and complicated resolu- 
| tions “we have restated the traditional objectives of the trade union 
movement to advance the cause of those who work for wages.” 


He pledged “this is not going to 


Reuther promised that the united labor movement will use its new 
and greater power “with a sense of moral and social responsibility” 
and dedicate it to the service “of all the people of our great nation.” 


Meany, Reuther Close 
Conclave on Note of Faith 


New York.—The two major architects of labor unity, AFL-CIO 
President George Meany and Vice President Walter P. Reuther, 
stepped to the microphones in the closing moments of the convention 


pointee to the Geneva Conference 
on tariffs and trade agreements last 
winter. 


that the new labor organization 


be any milk-toast movement.” 


Committee 


Foreign Visitors 


New York.—Convention visi- 
tors from 33 nations hailed the 
AFL-CIO merger as a boon to 
the international labor movement 
at a dinner in honor of the free 
trade union leaders of the world 
in the Commodore Hotel. 

The dinner was the highlight of 


many events arranged for the}- 


ICFTU board members, the staff 
and other distinguished visitors 
from foreign countries. Nearly 
250 trade unionists studying in the 
U. S. under various federal gov- 
ernment programs also were guests, 
both at the dinner and at the con- 
vention. 


Some Problems 


AFL-CIO Vice Presidents Mat- 
thew Woll and Jacob S. Potofsky, 
were co-chairmen. Brief addresses 
were made by Meany, Vice Presi- 
dent Walter P. Reuther, ICFTU 
General Secretary J. H. Olden- 
broek and eight other distinguished 
visitors. 

Meany recalled how he first be- 
came interested in the world labor 
movement in 1922, when while a 
young union leader in New York 
City, he attended a meeting at 
which Hitler’s destruction of Ger- 
man unions was described. 

Out of it, he said, came recogni- 


Heads Named 


New York.—Appointment of Ex- 
ecutive Council members to head 
AFL-CIO standing committees were 
announced here. Formal announce- 
ment of staff appointments is ex- 
pected soon. . 

Members of the various com- 
mittees will be selected later. 

The committees and their chair- 
men: 

Legislative: George Meany. 

Poltical Education: George 
Meany. 

Civil Rights: James B. Carey, 
Electrical Workers. 

Ethical Practices: Al J. Hayes, 
Machinists. 

International Affairs: Jacob S. 
Potofsky, Clothing Workers, and 
Matthew Woll, Photoengravers, co- 
chairmen. 

Education: George M. Harrison, 
Railway Clerks. ® 

Social Security: Maurice A. 
Hutcheson, Carpenters. 

Community Relations: Joseph A. 
Beirne, Communications. 

Housing: Harry C. Bates, Brick- 


Hail Merger 


tion of a connection “between des- 
truction of labor 6000 miles away 
and the desire to keep freedom in 
this country.” 

“We have come a long way 
since those days,” he said. “Now 
we don’t have to explain that 
there is a community of interests 
between labor in all parts of the 
world. The worker faces the 
same problems no matter where 
he lives or what language he 
speaks.” 

Both Meany and Reuther 
pledged continuing AFL-CIO sup- 
port for the ICFTU. Reuther said 
that “we'll be more than associated 
with you—we'll be totally engaged 
in forwarding the work of the 
ICFTU throughout the world.” 

In addition, he called for “some- 
thing more than negative anti- 
communism—you have to be for 
something, you have to be for free- 
dom.” He urged help to other 
countries in developing their econ-| layers. ‘ 
omies. Research: William F. Schnitzler. 

Oldenbroek said the ICFTU has“ Public Relations and Publica- 
seen the merger coming along for/ tions: William C, Birthright, Bar- 
“a couple of years, and we were} bers. 
always afraid.” Economic Policy: 

“Because if there are only shades| Reuther, Auto Workers. 
of difference,” he explained, “it is Occupational Safety and Health: 
difficult to agree; whereas if there} Dave Beck, Teamsters. 
are great differences, it is easier-—]| Veterans: William C. 
and there were no great differences.” | Letter Carriers. 


Walter P. 


Doherty, 
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